Raymie Kiernan lifts the lid on lain Duncan Smith’s plans 
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LABOUR LEADERSHIP ELECTION 
“Why the trade unions still follow Labour >>Pages 14&15 ‘ 


Zombie Blairites want 


«to come back to life >>page4 


RESIST! 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS and NICK CLARK 


A WAVE of defiance against 
austerity is punching through 
the shock Tory victory. 

Large protests have taken place 
across Britain—and more are 
planned this weekend. 


Over 1,000 marched through 
Cardiff and Sheffield last Satur- 
day. In Lincoln around 100 people 
joined a protest organised by 
young members of the Green Party. 

Four thousand people filled the 
streets of Bristol on Wednesday 
of last week. They were predomi- 


nantly students and young workers. 
Seven sixth form students 
organised the protest under the 
banner Bristol Against Austerity. 
Megan and Rosie, two of the 
organisers, spoke to Socialist 
Worker. Rosie said, “We were 
angry and wanted to something. 


“We thought that we’d get a 
couple of hundred people, mainly 
our school friends.” 

Megan said, “We never expected 
4,000 people to come.” 

Megan and Rosie said the 
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NETWORK RAIL 


Tories face first 
national rail strike 
in 20 years 


UP TO 25,000 workers at 
Network Rail were set to 
strike for 24 hours from 5pm 
on Monday of next week. 

It will be the first national 
strike under the new Tory 
government. 

On Tuesday bosses 
threatened action against the 
TSSA union’s ballot. It’s vital 
this isn’t allowed to derail it. 


SATURDAY 
20 JUNE 


CENTRAL LONDON 
& GLASGOW 


www.thepeoplesassembly.org.uk 


EOPLE'S 
SEMBLY 


NATIONAL GALLERY 


Anger as bosses 
sack PCS union 
rep Candy Udwin 


NATIONAL GALLERY bosses 
in central London have sacked 
leading PCS union activist 
Candy Udwin. This is a major 
assault on union rights. 

PCS head Mark Serwotka 
told a rally on Tuesday of last 
week that the union would 
fight to have Candy reinstated. 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘| dread to think 
where I'd be 
without the 
Army. Bring back 
National Service’ 
Prince Harry 

‘Because 

you're good at 
philanthropy, 

I think, and 
because I’m an 
activist, people 
think you should 
be stupid in 
business. | don’t 
run with that’ 


Bono explains why U2 is 
registered for tax in the 
Netherlands 


‘Three pounds for 


a sausage roll?’ 


Judge Philip Statman on a 
shocking case of shoplifting 


‘It would be 
completely over 
the top to send 
you to prison for 
a sausage roll’ 
Statman’s verdict 

‘If we have any 
more Muslims 
in here it’s 
going to start 
looking like 

Al Jazeera’ 


Head Anupe Hanch on her 
school—before being sacked 


Top cop predicts yet more 


SPARE A thought for the 
police who will be forced to 
adopt a “paramilitary” style 
of enforcement if the gov- 
ernment inflicts big budget 
cuts on them. 

Steve White, chair of the 
Police Federation, said his 
123,000 members fear a move 
towards a more violent style 
of policing. Bless. 

“You get a style of policing 
where the first options are 
teargas, rubber bullets and 
water cannon,” he explained. 

“The officers have been 
cut, you will lose the consent 
which means the face and 
style of policing changes.” 

That style of policing was 
on display in Newcastle last 
Sunday. Armed police shot a 
cow dead after three escaped. 

But the cops should have 
the ability to put a positive 
spin any such robust policing. 

The Metropolitan Police 


splashed out the most on 
its PR team last year, at 
£5.9 million. 

Outside the capital the 
biggest spenders were West 
Midlands (£1.28 million), 
Greater Manchester (£1.18 
million), Devon and Cornwall 
(£1.03 million), Thames 
Valley (£1.06 million) and 
Surrey (£1 million). 

And there are many rea- 
sons why having fewer bob- 
bies on the beat is a blessing. 

Five Metropolitan police 
officers in Camden have 
been fired for posting photos 
on the internet that they had 
secretly taken of members of 
the public. 

The five male officers had 
covertly photographed mem- 
bers of the public while on 
duty before exchanging them 
on social media with “disre- 
spectful and in one case pred- 
atory” comments. 


THE LIB Dems have hit on the 

perfect way to turn their party 
around following dire results in the 
general election—change their logo. 


The yellow bird logo was 


introduced in 1989. 


But now it could change colour or 
even be scrapped altogether as the 
party looks at how to “rebrand”. 

That’ll win the voters back. 


Ukip leaders fall out 
as their spy Is outed 


UKIP leader Nigel 

Farage spent much of 

his election campaign 

whining about anti-racists 

who opposed his party. 

Farage complained of his 

treatment at the hands of 

Stand Up to Ukip activists. 
Yet now Ukip has 

admitted that it sent 

an informant into the 

anti-racist group who 

apparently encouraged 

activists to abuse Farage. 
Internet 

searches for the 

mobile number 

used by “Edward 

Johnson” 

revealed that it 

was linked to 

John Hutchins, 

a man employed 

by Secura 


Farage 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


Associates who are tasked 
with Mr Farage’s security. 

Ukip claimed it 
sent in the spy to get 
“inside information”. 

But activists say the 
spy tipped them off about 
Farage’s movements 
and encouraged them 
to abuse him. 

“He actually urged 
some of our members to 
commit criminal damage,” 
said one anti-racist. 

One text 
message read: 
‘Alright mate 
I done a bit of 
defacing last 
night at the 
billboards only a 
bit as there was 
quite a lot of 
people about.” 


Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 


violence as pigs killa cow 


THE VICTIM shortly before the cops opened fire 


AS IF the Tories haven't 
done enough, they found a 
| nasty way of irritating people in 
Scotland last week. They pro- 
moted Andrew Dunlop to junior 
minister for Scotland. They 
chucked him a peerage too. 
Dunlop was a key adviser to 
Margaret Thatcher when she set 
up the hated poll tax in Scotland. 


Tobacco is good for 


the health of MPs 


THE BRITISH Medical 
Journal shows that 
since 2010 38 MPs—29 
Tory, eight Labour, and 
one independent—have 
accepted over £60,000 
worth of tobacco 
industry hospitality. 
Junkets include 
tickets to the Chelsea 
Flower Show, high profile 
sporting events and rock 
concerts. 
More than 
half of these 
MPs are from 
constituencies 
where the 
number of 
smoking 
related deaths 
exceeds the 
national 


Justine Green 


>‘, 


Newsdesk 
020 7819 1180 
Circulation 
020 7819 1171 


average. When plain 
packaging was put 
to a vote in the 
Commons in March, 
20 of the 38 voted 
against the measure. 


Troublemaker regular 

Grant Shapps has 
been sacked as Tory 
chairman. His new boss 
at the Department for 
International 
Development 
is Justine 
Greening. 
So what? 
Well Justine 
Greening has 
a Wikipedia 
page and 
Shapps added 
criticism to it. 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
_ PO Box 42184 
” London 
SW8 2WD 


Law changed 
to enable the 
spooks to keep 
on hacking 


THE GOVERNMENT has 
snuck through legislation 
that exempts the police 
and security services from 
prosecution for hacking 
people’s computers. 

The legislation was 
passed into law as 
an amendment to the 
Computer Misuse Act, 
bypassing parliamentary 
debate. 

Coincidentally, the 
new legislation was 
revealed just hours 
before a hearing into a 
claim lodged by Privacy 
International 
that GCHQ’s hacking 
activities were unlawful 
under the Computer 
Misuse Act. 


11,307 


household evictions of 
people renting homes in 
England and Wales in the 
first quarter of the year. 
That’s a 8 percent rise on 
last year. 


It’s the highest number 
for a single quarter since 
records began in 2000. 


Cop on trial 
for vanishing 
drug cash 


CRIME DOESN'T pay. 
That’s what the cops 
like to claim anyway. 
But do all of them 
believe it? 

Detective Constable 
Paul Greaves was 
in court last week 
accused of stealing 
more than £100,000 
in cash from his force’s 
headquarters. 

Greaves had 
persuaded Warwickshire 
Police to put money 
seized in a drugs raid 
in a box that he had the 
key to. 

Police didn’t notice 
cash was missing until 
he had retired. 

Greaves denies theft 
and the trial continues. 
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‘Protests show that we 
can resist Tory austerity’ 


>>>from page one 


a shift to the right—and that protest 
could break them. 

Rosie said, “They might have won 
a majority under our system—that I 
don’t agree with—but they didn’t win 
a real majority.” 

Megan added, “Many of us aren’t 
18 and couldn't even vote. We’re not 
represented at all.” 

PCS union activist Marianne 
Owens’ experience on the Cardiff 
march was similar. She told Socialist 
Worker, “It was really young and 
angry. 

“There were people there we had 
never seen before—it wasn’t just the 
usual faces.” 

Campaigners in Cardiff have 
booked three coaches to the national 
People’s Assembly protest in London 
on 20 June. 

In Manchester, up to 500 people 
attended a People’s Assembly public 
meeting on Tuesday of last week. 

Manchester People’s Assembly 
activist Martin Empson told Socialist 
Worker, “The mood from the floor 
was angry and there was lots of 
enthusiasm for the demo. 

“People were queuing up to book 
seats on the transport.” 

An anti-austerity protest was 
planned in Manchester and several 
other towns and cities across Britain 
this Saturday. 


Meeting 

Martin said, “Manchester feels like 
there’s lots of stuff about to happen. 
We keep meeting people who are 
already going on 20 June or on the 
demo on Saturday.” 

Activists in Newcastle report a sim- 
ilar experience. 

North East People’s Assembly 
activist Simon Hall told Socialist 
Worker how a planned meeting of 
the 15-strong steering committee 
became a public meeting of 150. 

He said, “There were quite a lot 


PART OF the anti-Tory demons 


2») 


tration in Sheffield 


BACK STORY 


Protests across Britain greeted 
the Tories’ general election win 
@The demonstrations are young 
and often organised by people 
who are new to politics 

@The protests are against 
austerity and other issues. They 


involve students but also workers 
@Many people are gearing up for 


People’s Assembly protests in 


London and Glasgow on 20 June 


@The protest, and local actions, 
can be a springboard for wider 
resistance to the Tories 


There’s more on the 


Socialist Worker website 


SOClalst Wor 


@For news and analysis 
as it happens 


@Reports and pictures 
from picket lines and 
protests from Britain 
..and all over the world 


i 


www. 
SOCIALIST 
WORKER.CO.UK 


LS 
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of new and young people there. You 
could see people were really new to 
it—but they wanted to do stuff. 

“After the meeting we called a 
demo in town. In less than 24 hours 
more than 1,000 people said they 
were going to it on Facebook”. 

Apart from “passing our exams,” 
Megan, Rosie and the others are 
planning to carry on campaigning 
against austerity. 

On Saturday they’re going to 
a local protest against taxes on 
tampons. 

Rosie said, “We’re organising 
another demonstration on 8 July 
(budget day), but we also want to 
help people suffering under austerity 


PICTURE: NIGEL NEWTON SMITH 


in food banks and shelters.” 

Ajmal, a student from Bristol who 
helped build the demo, told Socialist 
Worker, “People don’t normally 
talk about politics but they haven’t 
stopped since the general election. 

“This shows that young people 
are not apathetic—and that we will 
fight.” 

Some 1,000 people attended a 
Radical Left General Assembly meet- 
ing to debate the way forward in 
London last week. 

Local protests and the People’s 
Assembly demonstration on 20 June 
can be a springboard for wider resist- 
ance to the Tories. 

Thanks to Gareth Hill 


Warning of Trident ‘disaster’ 


A ROYAL Navy sailor has warned 
that the Trident missile system is 
a “disaster waiting to happen”. 

Able Seaman William McNeilly 
posted a lengthy online dossier 
making a series of claims about 
the submarine programme. 

He handed himself 
over to police on Tuesday 
of this week after going 
on the run. 

McNeilly is an 
engineering technician 
who was on patrol with 
HMS Victorious this year. 

The submarine is one 
of four based on the 
Clyde in Scotland that are 
armed with the Trident 
missile system. 


A Trident missile 


McNeilly claimed there are fire 
risks and leaks on board. 

He said, “My information 
comes from good sources and I 
have no reason to lie. 

“If change isn’t made, a nuclear 
catastrophe almost certainly will 
happen.” 

McNeilly could face 
prison after handing 
himself in. He said, 
“Unfortunately that’s the 
world we live in. 

“But I have no 
regrets.” 


Read a statement from 
William McNeilly at 
veteransforpeace.org. 
uk/2015/submariner-blows- 
the-whistle-on-trident 


IN BRIEF 


Crisis created 
insecure jobs 


ONLY A quarter of the world’s 
workers are on permanent 
contracts, a new report said. 

The International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) said the 
financial crisis led to more 
insecure jobs. 

The number of workers on 
wage and salaried work make 
up half of global employment 
but only 42 percent have a 
permanent contract. 


Travellers beat 
Wetherspoon 


A GROUP of Travellers has 
won £24,000 in damages 
after a Wetherspoon pub 
refused them entry in 2011. 
Judge Hand QC ruled 
that there had been direct 
discrimination. 


Andy Coulson 
is back in court 


DAVID CAMERON’S former 
spin doctor Andy Coulson 
has gone on trial in Scotland 
for alleged perjury. 

At the trial in Edinburgh 
Coulson pleaded not guilty to 
lying in the 2010 perjury trial 
of socialist politician Tommy 
Sheridan. 


Fury at plan to 
meet Charles 


PROTESTS WERE planned 
against the disgraceful 
decision of Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams to meet prince 
Charles on Tuesday of this 
week. 

Relatives of people killed 
in the Ballymurphy Massacre 
in August 1971 by members 
of the Parachute Regiment 
were set to join them. 

Charles is colonel-in-chief 
of the regiment. 


e e 
IN THIS WEEK 


Emergency over 
seafarers’ strike 


THE BRITISH Labour 
government declared a 
state of emergency on 
23 May 1966. 

It was a week into 
a national strike by 
the National Union of 
Seamen. The state of 
emergency allowed the 
Royal Navy to clear ports. 
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Architects 
of Labour’s 


right turn 


battle it out 


Labour and the union leaders seem 
determined not to learn the lessons 
of defeat, writes Simon Basketter 


IN LABOUR’S campaign head- 
quarters at 1 Brewer’s Green, 
Westminster, they were tearing 
down “A better plan, a better 
future” posters last week. 

The search for a new Labour 
leader may need a better plan. 

The most likely scenario is that 
all the candidates will agree Labour 
need to move rightwards, attack 
migrants and cosy up to the bosses. 

As Labour MP Diane Abbott put it, 
“Not a single one of the current can- 
didates opposed the Iraq war, not a 
single one supports taking back the 
railways into public ownership, not 
a single one opposes “austerity-lite” 
and not a single one opposes the 
welfare cap.” 

Jon Cruddas, who wrote the last 
Labour manifesto, is holding yet 
another review into policy. It will be 
as helpful as the last one a year ago. 

The campaign started with 
Blairite flag-wavers Liz Kendall and 
Chuka Umunna criticising Labour 
for having failed to reach out to 
“aspirational” voters. 

This forced the “old guard” of 
Andy Burnham and Yvette Cooper 
to adopt similar language. 

Former Blairite cabinet minister 
Alan Milburn gloated, “Everyone 
is talking about aspiration and the 
political centre.” 

Aspiration is not about working 


BACK STORY 


The Labour Party has until 
September to elect a new leader 
to take Ed Miliband’s place 


@Former army major Dan Jarvis 
and Blairite Chuka Ummuna have 
already dropped out of the race 


@All the candidates announced 
as Socialist Worker went to press 
are either veterans of Labour's 
leadership or further to the right 
@Ed Miliband was presented as a 
candidate of the left in 2010, and 
a break with New Labour. But as 
leader he pitched to the right 


class people getting more choices, it 
is about being nice to rich people. 
Burnham said, “What is aspira- 
tion? It is about giving every single 
person the dream of a better life. 
About helping all of our businesses, 
small and large, to get on and grow.” 


Support 
There are already casualties. Former 
army major Dan Jarvis gathered 
widespread support from nowhere— 
and then dropped out. 
Then Umunna’s bid collapsed as he 
realised that his “heart wasn’t in it”. 
Then it emerged that Labour 
MPs believed that an unstoppable 


HOPELESS HOPEFULS Andy Burnham, Yvette Cooper, Mary Creagh, Tristram Hunt and Liz Kendall 


momentum was building behind the 
shadow health secretary Burnham. 

If there was one thing everyone 
is agreed on, it’s that Labour must 
learn the lessons of its defeat. But 
what are they? 

Kendall, Creagh, and the Hon 
Tristram Julian William Hunt, who’s 
set to announce his intentions this 
week, said Labour should not have 
run a deficit in the boom years. So 
Burnham and Cooper agreed. 

Labour seems determined not to 
learn any lessons. 

Ed Miliband was presented as 
the left of the party. He promised 
little, pandered to the right on 


immigration, and didn’t win the 
election. 

The race is increasingly about 
Burnham. His aides say he already 
has backing from more than 50 MPs. 

Burnham, once a Blairite flag- 
waver for the privateers’ takeover of 
the NHS, has won union backing for 
condemning NHS privatisation. 

But preaching the opposite of 
what he practised is not necessarily 
a barrier to success in Labour. 

His supporters are busy telling 
other MPs that Burnham is “centrist” 
on the economy, law and order and 
national security. 

Burnham’s campaign team 


includes Charlie Falconer, who 
advised the bosses during the 
1984-85 Miners’ Strike, and Rachel 
Reeves, who said Labour was not the 
party of people on benefits. 

He came fourth out of five in the 
2010 leadership contest, chosen by 
just 3 percent of members. Now 
union leaders are convincing them- 
selves he is on the left while he tries 
to convince the media he isn’t. The 
result will be out in September. 


On other pages... 


Why do the union leaders still 
follow Labour? >>Pages 14&15 


Tories’ new extremism laws target Muslims 


THE ODIOUS Tory justice 
secretary Michael Gove is 
in charge of replacing the 
Human Rights Act with a 
“British Rights Act”. 

The bill will limit the 
use of human rights laws 
to the “most serious 
cases”. 

The Tories claim it will 
stop “illegal” migrants 
and those deemed 
a national security 
risk from relying on 
“questionable human 
rights claims”. 


Meanwhile David 
Cameron is set to 
introduce a series of 
tough new laws redefining 
what it means to be an 
extremist in Britain. 

According to Cameron, 
“For too long, we have 
been a passively tolerant 
society. It’s often meant 
we have stood neutral 
between different values. 

“And that’s helped 
foster a narrative 
of extremism. This 
government will 


page.” 


influence others. 


conclusively turn the 


Anyone expressing an 
ideology the government 
deems “extreme” will 
be required to apply for 
permission to print or 
post to social media. 
Measures include banning 
orders for organisations 
whose activities fall 
short of proscription and 
powers to close premises 
where extremists seek to 


Cam _ron will also 


fast-track powers allowing 
police to vet the online 
conversations of those 
they consider extremists. 
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Nurses could 


walk out over 
NHS attacks 


THE TORIES’ latest attack on 
health workers’ pay could provoke 
a massive backlash from the 
unions. 

David Cameron is planning to 
carry out his pledge to bring in 
seven-day working in the NHS. 

There’s nothing wrong with 
bringing in seven-day working in 
itself. 

But Cameron wants to do this 
without making any more funding 
available. 

While he’s pledged £8 billion, 
he’s demanding £10 billion 
“efficiency savings” every year. 

To get round this the Tories plan 
to smash health workers’ unsocial 
hours payments. 

Workers get paid more for work 
on bank holidays and weekends— 
and many rely on it to get by. 

NHS boss Simon Stevens’ first 
proposed the plan in his Five Year 
Forward View last October. 

Stevens drafted the proposals 
admitting that the NHS faces an 
£8 billion black hole. 

Bosses want to get more out of 
workers for less in order to plug 
the gap. 

Yet even the Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN), which didn’t join 
the health walkouts last year, said 
unsocial hours are a “red line”. 

It warned the Tories could face 
industrial action. 

Unison union general secretary 
Dave Prentis pledged to strike. 

Every trade unionist needs to 
organise against the attack. 


Defy the clampdown on 
workers’ right to strike 


NEW BUSINESS secretary Sajid 
Javid said curbing trade unions’ 
power would be a “priority” in 
the Queen’s Speech on 27 May. 

The pledge came as rail 
workers voted overwhelmingly 
to hold their first national strike 
since 1994. 

Javid said the government 
would ban strikes by public 
sector workers unless at least 
40 percent of those eligible to 
vote voted in favour. 

They would also require the 
turnout for ballots to reach at 
least 50 percent. 

This measure specifically 
targets health, education, fire, 
and transport. Javid also pledged 
to lift the ban on using agency 
staff to cover for workers who 
are out on strike. 

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady warned the new 
legislation would make legal 
strikes “close to impossible”. 

Unite union assistant general 
secretary Steve Turner said, 
“It’s a big mistake that one of 
the government’s first acts is 
to attempt to reduce working 


people’s rights that even past 
Tory administrations have 
upheld.” 

The purpose of anti-union laws 
is to scare union leaders from 
calling strikes. At that they are 
currently very successful. 

The only way to beat them will 
be to break them. 

As the Financial Times 
newspaper said, “The 
government should be wary 
of making it so hard to call an 
official strike that employees 
feel justified in taking unofficial 
action.” 


WHAT WE THINK 


DON’T DESPAIR AT MORE 
CUTS—DEFY THE SCUM 


HE VIBRANT protests 
and mass meetings 
against the Tories during 
the last week should 
inspire us all. 

Join any that are taking place in 
your area this weekend. And build 
the 20 June People’s Assembly 
demonstrations. 

There is a window of 
opportunity to use the rage 
after the election to create a 
power that can break this rotten 
government. 

It is launching brutal attacks 
after winning the support of fewer 
than one in four of those eligible 
to vote. 

On 27 May the Tories will use 
the queen’s speech to declare war 
on welfare, trade unions and vital 
services. They are going to whip 
up more racism and abandon any 
effective action on climate change. 

We are with those who say 
don’t give in, don’t despair—defy 
the scum. 

The size of the Tory and the 
Ukip vote can’t be wished away. 
We need to think seriously about 
how to broaden the left. We need 
to keep campaigning against Ukip. 

But, contrary to media and the 
Labour leadership contender’s 
myths, the general election didn’t 


STOP THE UKIP RACISTS 


NTI-RACISTS everywhere 
will be delighted to see the 
racist party Ukip in turmoil. 
First its leader Nigel Farage had 
a very public spat with his only 
remaining MP Douglas Carswell. 

Then prominent MEPs made 
it clear that not quite everyone 
had opposed accepting Farage’s 
resignation. 

Now the party has sacked its 
chief of staff Raheem Kassam, 
accused of turning Farage into a 
“snarling, thin-skinned, aggressive 
man”. The criticism came from 


Get Socialist Worker ijn 
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every week 


see a stampede to the right. 

In Scotland Labour was 
beaten by the Scottish National 
Party that spoke to its left over 
austerity and Trident. 

And more people in England 
voted Labour in this year’s general 
election than did under Tony Blair 
in 2005. 

We need to turn anger and 
defiance into action. The trade 
union leaders need to start 
resistance. 

PCS union general secretary 
Mark Serwotka was right to tell 
his union’s conference this week, 
“In times like these there are two 
options—fight or flight.” 

It was excellent that the 
Network Rail strike was called 


We need to 
turn anger and 
defiance into 
action against 


the Tories 
ae 


MEP Patrick O’Flynn who used 
to work for the Daily Express 
newspaper, whose owner 
bankrolls Ukip. 

Failing to get Farage into 
parliament was a real setback for 
Ukip. The posh racists won nearly 
3.9 million votes and took control 
of their first council. 

But campaigning by anti-racists 
wherever they went prevented 
more breakthroughs. 

Farage wasn’t shy about his 
frustration with Stand Up to Ukip 
protesters in Thanet. 


‘AMERON 


If you liked this issue of Socialist 


Worker, why not subscribe? 


You'll receive 20 pages of news, 
analysis and political debate every 
week for just £5 a month 


For more details phone 
020 7819 1171 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk 


soon after the election result. 

Other strikes may be coming 
on London Underground and in 
further education colleges. 

Local strikes continue and 
victory would be a huge boost— 
we all need to give solidarity. 

This week leaders of the 
Unison union and the Royal 
College of Nursing vowed that 
any attack on extra NHS pay for 
weekends and nights would cross 
a “red line”. That has to mean 
sustained strikes. 

The People’s Assembly 
demonstrations in London and 
Glasgow on 20 June are crucial. 
They must become a launchpad 
for action that can win. 

In 2010 the student revolt 
helped trigger the biggest trade 
union demonstration in British 
history in March 2011. 

This in turn created the 
conditions for mass strikes in 
the summer and then 2.5 million 
striking in November 2011. 

We need a similar process, on 
an accelerated timescale. And this 
time we shouldn't stop the fight 
just when it’s started. The street 
protests, strikes and the People’s 
Assembly demonstrations are the 
route to creating the confidence 
to fight and win. 


Ukip will have plenty of help 
in building on its votes. The 
Tories are targetting on Muslims. 
Labour’s leadership is talking up 
immigration controls. 

Farage and Carswell leapt at 
the chance to be photographed 
alongside Green and Plaid Cymru 
leaders and Scottish National 
Party members in the campaign 
for electoral reform. 

Ukip will keep dragging politics 
to the right. But the problems our 
fightback has caused them point 
to how we can beat them. 
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An appeal for 
unity on the left 


THE DISASTROUS election of a Tory majority government 
requires the socialist left to get its act together. 

Faced with an avalanche of assaults and attempts to divide 
us with Islamophobia and racism, we need defiant opposition. 
We need a fight now—and to organise to prevent it being 
derailed by the union leaders. Everyone on the left must unite 

around these struggles. 

We should all build the 20 June People’s Assembly 
demonstration and make it a springboard for action. 

And we will also need to continue the battle against Ukip. 
Nigel Farage is not an MP—that’s a tribute to Stand Up to 
Ukip and others. But Ukip did win 3.9 million votes and now 
controls Thanet Council. 

With an European Union referendum possibly coming as 
soon as 2016, Ukip will seek to intensify its racist poison. 

We need struggle on many fronts. But on its own this leaves 
a political gap. Labour lost because it was too right wing. Its 
uninspiring message and retreats by Labour and most union 
leaders created the conditions in which the Tories won seats. 

In contrast the Scottish National Party (SNP) won a stunning 
success by speaking to the left of Labour. It mobilised an army 
of supporters to sweep aside the Tories and Labour. 

The SNP will now be tested further on its anti-austerity 
credentials—a test it has failed in office. The Green Party’s 
million votes also demonstrate the thirst for a left alternative. 
But it is not the sort of class-based socialist alternative we need. 

Ed Miliband’s poll ratings rose when he offered some hope 
of change. But the glimmers of class politics were battered 
aside. Labour disgracefully blamed migrants and ludicrously 
ended up attacking David Cameron for “unfunded promises” 
on NHS spending. 

Yet so far the majority trend inside Labour is to lurch further 
rightwards. One after another, Labour figures say the party has 
forgotten “aspiration”. 

Working class people aspire to a home, a job and a living 
wage, a future for their children and freedom from racism— 
these are won through struggle not “shopping at John Lewis”. 


Push 
We stand with those who are seeking to push Labour 
leftwards, but believe it is a dead end. 

This is a time of turmoil. Bold moves are needed. We believe 
there is a basis for the left to form a single electoral coalition 
and work together to build a stronger socialist alternative. 

There will be important elections in Scotland, Wales, 
London and many English councils next year. 

We—along with the Socialist Party, the RMT union and 
independent socialists—are part of the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC). 

But we would like to involve other forces and be part of 
something broader. We are pleased that seven out of the ten 
Left Unity parliamentary candidates ran jointly with TUSC. We 
want to build on that with more joint candidates. 

If the left gets its act together then there are thousands of 
activists outside the existing organisations who could be part 
of anew movement. 

We call on the different left formations to meet, as a matter 
of urgency, in order to hammer out a basis for practical unity in 
offering an electoral alternative to the Labour Party. 

We believe unity can be achieved without particular political 
tendencies having to give up their principles. 

It should be possible to unite around a simple platform 
embracing: 

1. Opposition to more austerity and rolling back all the cuts. 

2. Opposition to racism, Islamophobia, and fascism—no 
scapegoating of migrants. 

3. Opposition to sexism and homophobia—support for 
women’s liberation and for the struggle of all oppressed groups 
to emancipate themselves. 

4. Opposition to imperalist war—against the expansion of 
Nato and the West’s war drive in the Middle East. 

5. Support for all workers’ struggles and the defence and 
strengthening of trade union organisation and rights. 

6. Support for young peoples’ right to free education, 
housing and a Living Wage. 

7. Support for socialism as the alternative to capitalism. 

If you agree or want to discuss further, please email 
unity@swp.org.uk 
For a longer version go to swp.org.uk 


‘There will be no peace until 


we get justice, say 


by KEN OLENDE 


KINGSLEY Burrell’s 
family is demanding a pub- 
lic inquiry into his death 
after an inquest jury ruled 
that police restraint and 
neglect contributed to his 
death. 

The jury delivered its “nar- 
rative verdict” into the death 
of the 29 year old black man 
on Friday of last week. 

A narrative verdict 
explains what happened 
rather than deciding who was 
responsible. 

Kingsley’s sister Kadisha 
Brown-Burrell told Socialist 
Worker, “This was not the 
verdict we were hoping for. 

“We hoped for unlawful 
killing, which means that 
someone would have been 
instantly prosecuted for 
Kingsley’s death. 

“We want the officers to be 
prosecuted. 

“They’re still in their jobs 
even now and their gross mis- 
conduct hearings don’t start 
until June.” 


Commission 

The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission had 
decided there was insuffi- 
cient evidence to prosecute 
anyone. 

Kingsley had called the 
police about a gang threat- 
ening him and his young son 
Kayden in 2011. 

Police officers arrested and 
sectioned him. 

It’s now clear that a blan- 
ket was placed on his head 
before he was taken into the 
mental health unit. 

Jurors said police and 
health workers should all 
have removed the covering. 

Kadisha added, “But the 
damning narrative brings to 
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SHEKU AHMED Tejan 
Bayoh died in police 
custody in Kirkcaldy, Fife, 
on Sunday 3 May. 

It is believed Sheku 
suffered “positional 
asphyxiation” when he 
was being restrained. 

Family member Ade 
Johnson told Socialist 
Worker, “The family 
want to know why this 
happened and to stop it 
happening to anyone else. 

“Sheku was just walking 
near his home—this could 
be anyone’s father, brother, 
or son.” 

The police claimed 
Sheku was waving a knife, 


mind the 15 police and work- 
ers who failed to remove the 
blankets from Kingsley’s 
head. 

“We’ve got more scope 
with this because it highlights 
the neglect issue.” 

Kadisha attended and gave 
evidence to the inquest. 

She said, “Some of the 


but the family is disputing 
this. 

The family know they 
are not the only ones 
having to fight for justice. 
Ade said, “We know about 
the long struggle of the 


S family 


rr 


=, 


a” 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


> 


if 


Kingsley Burrell (left) His sister Kadisha (centre) on a 
march in Birmingham against deaths in custody in 2012 


stuff that came up went 
beyond surprising—it was 
bewildering. 

“One officer was shown 
a picture of himself right 
next to Kingsley, but said he 
hadn’t noticed the blanket 
around his head.” 


Evidence 

Kadisha added, “We’re look- 
ing for a public inquiry. We 
wanted a private prosecu- 
tion. It was heart wrenching 
to watch the evidence. 

“We had to live through it 
when it happened and then 
relive it as the inquest took 
place. 

“We’re holding a static 


families touched by the 
1989 Hillsborough disaster 
and how Mark Duggan’s 
family is still waiting for 
answers.” 

The family’s justice 
campaign has already 
received huge support. 

Ade said, “This support 
forced the police to change 
their attitude towards the 
family. 

“But we still don’t have 
any answers.” 

Carlo Morelli 


To support the family 
campaign go to Facebook 
page Justice For Sheku 
Ahmed Tejan Bayoh or email 
shekubayohrip@gmail.com 


protest outside Steelhouse 
Lane police station on 
Saturday. 

“Tt’s to let them know that 
the campaign is not going 
away. As far as we’re con- 
cerned there will be no peace 
until we get justice. 

“We haven’t given up since 
day one. We had the march 
for Kingsley just after he died. 

“It took 17 months for 
them to release his body. I’m 
never going to sit back and 
take it and not do anything 
about it.” 


Join the protest Saturday 

23 May, 12 noon to 3pm, 
Steelhouse Lane Police Station, 
Birmingham, B4 6NW 


atives demand answers after Sheku’s death 


FIGURE IT OUT 


500 


Black and minority ethnic 
people have died in police 
custody since 1991 


50% 


of people who have died 
in custody had mental 


health problems 


Police officers have been 
prosecuted for the deaths 
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Anger as gallery bosses 


sack rep Candy Udwin 


by NICK CLARK 


BOSSES AT the National Gallery 
in central London have sacked 
leading PCS union activist Candy 
Udwin. This is a major attack on 
a high-profile trade unionist and 
a serious assault on union rights. 

Bosses suspended Candy in 
January on the eve of the gallery 
workers’ first five-day walkout 
against privatisation. 

PCS members there are fighting 
plans to privatise 400 out of 600 
jobs, as well as attacks on trade 
union rights. 

Candy received formal notifica- 
tion of the bosses’ decision to sack 
her on Friday of last week. 

Around 50 of her supporters pro- 
tested inside the Sainsbury Wing of 
the gallery the same day. 

On Tuesday of last week, the day 
of Candy’s disciplinary hearing, gal- 
lery workers rallied to support her. 

They were set to strike on 
Wednesday of this week and walk 
out again from Tuesday of next 
week until 4 June. 

And the union has called a 
national protest in London on 
30 June. It is backed by the People’s 
Assembly as part of a national day 
of action. 

PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka told the rally last Tuesday 
that the union would fight to have 
Candy reinstated. 


Dropped 

He said, “There can be no settle- 
ment to this strike without a just 
settlement for Candy, which means 
the charges are dropped and she is 
allowed back at work. 

“If Candy is sacked then we will 
take industrial action. And we will 
mean action, until she is allowed 
back at work”. 

PCS NEC member Paul Williams 
told Socialist Worker, “Candy is the 
first trade unionist to be sacked 
after the election. 

“But we know there’ll be more 
like this to come. So the only thing 
to do is to get up and fight”. 

Other trade unionists have 
rushed to defend Candy. 

Unison union health service 
group executive member Janet 
Maiden spoke to Socialist Worker 
in a personal capacity. 

She said, “I believe Candy’s been 
sacked because she’s such a great 
trade union militant. 

“Many workers still remember her 
from when she worked with us at the 
University College Hospital (UCH) 

“When we heard that she’d been 
sacked I sent a text to UCH people— 
two of them joined the protest at 
the National Gallery on Friday. 

“Despite moving to another job 
and another union, Candy contin- 
ues to fight for the NHS in the Keep 
Our NHS Public campaign. We will 


PART OF the protest inside the National Gallery against the sacking of Candy Udwin 


continue to fight for her too.” 

Deputy general secretary of the 
NUT union, Kevin Courtney, told 
Socialist Worker why the fight to 
defend Candy is so important. 

“Y’ve known Candy Udwin for 
more than 20 years,” he said. 
“During that time she has been an 
excellent trade union activist and 
fighter for social justice. 

“Candy helped lead the success- 
ful fight at UCH against ward clo- 
sures in the last years of the previ- 
ous Conservative government. 

“That fight got support from local 
parents, teachers and politicians. 

“The fight at the National Gallery 
and to reinstate Candy needs all our 
support now.” 

Invite speakers to your union 
meetings ngnotforsale.wordpress.com 
Make donations to the strike fund to 
sort code 08-60-01 and account no 
20169002. 

Cheques to PCS Culture Media and 
Sport Association, c/o PCS North 
West Region, Jack Jones House, 

1 Islington, Liverpool L3 8EG 
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Join the protest on 30 May 


THE PCS has called a 
national protest against 
the privatisation of the 
National Gallery in London’s 
Trafalgar Square at lpm 
on Saturday 30 May. 
Workers in the PCS and 
other unions should organise 
transport to the demo. 
“On 30 May we're going to 


have a massive demonstration.“ 


said PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka. “We don’t 
want it to be a demonstration 
of hundreds—we want it to be 


a demonstration of thousands. 


“Imagine what they’ll think 
in there, when the cowards 
and the managers peek out 
from behind the curtains 
and they see thousands 


of people on the doorstep 
saying, no privatisation. 
“It will send a 
tremendous message.” 
Serwotka also argued that 
the fight against privatisation 
and victimisation at the 
National Gallery could provide 
a focal point for resistance 
to all the Tories’ attacks. 
He said, “We want 
every union to get people 
here. It’s the first chance 
after the general election 
for trade unionists and 
campaigners to say, we’re 
not bowing our heads. 
“We’re going to fight for a 
just society and we’re going 
to fight for this strike to have 
an acceptable settlement.” 


March defends 
the Bolton two 


PROTESTERS marched through 
the centre of Bolton last 
Saturday in support of two 
sacked university workers. 
Bolton University bosses 
sacked Damien Markey 
and Jenny Markey for gross 
misconduct after critical stories 
about the university appeared in 
national newspapers. 
The newspapers confirmed 
that the workers did not provide 
the stories. 
The university threw out the 
workers’ appeals against the 
dismissals earlier this month. 
The workers’ unions, the 
UCU and Unison, organised the 
protest. 
he Bolton University 
Students’ Union has also 
backed the campaign for their 
reinstatement. 
It described the sackings as 
“vindictive”. 
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Protest backs up 
sacked workers 


UNITE UNION members 
protested in Mitcheldean in the 
Forest of Dean on Monday of 
this week. 

The action was in defence of 
six Unite members, including 
Steve Barley, who were sacked 
by an agency after refusing to 
work for pay rates lower than 
those initially agreed. 

One protester was a Polish 


Part of the protest over sackings 


worker. It was great to be part 
of a discussion about how all 
workers have the same interests 
and only bosses gain from 
division. 

Huw Williams 


IT OUT 


percent—turnout 
the Tories want to 
impose for strike 
ballots to be valid 


percent—amount 
of support of all 
eligible voters the 
Tories say will be 
needed to make 
public sector strike 
ballots valid 


percent of eligible 
voters backed the 
Tories in this year’s 
general election 


Socialist Worker 23 May 2015 


IN BRIEF 


Cops cleared of 
deaths in France 


A FRENCH court cleared two 
police officers on Monday of 
this week over the deaths of two 
adolescents in October 2005. 
Bouna Traore, 15 years 
old, and Zyed Benna aged 
17, were on their way home 
from a football match when 
cops Sebastien Gaillemin and 
Stephanie Klein chased them. 
They fled into an electricity 
substation in the Paris suburb 
of Clichy-sous-Bois and were 
electrocuted and killed. 
Three weeks of rioting across 
France followed their deaths. 
The officers’ trial for failing 
to assist someone in danger 
lasted for five days in March. Its 
decision cannot be appealed. 


Egypt to execute 
former president 


AN EGYPTIAN court is seeking 
the death penalty for deposed 
former president Mohamed 
Mursi and 106 others. 

Mursi was elected in the 
first election after the uprising 
against dictator Hosni Mubarak 
in 2011. Army leaders launched 


Mohamed Mursi 


a counter-revolution in June 
2013. Tens of thousands have 
now been killed, many of 
them supporters of Mursi’s 
organisation the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 
The supreme court ruled to 
criminalise strikes last month. 
Mursi’s sentence relates to a 
jail break during the uprising. It 
is to be confirmed on 2 June. 


Turkish walkout 
stops car plants 


MORE THAN 6,000 workers 

at French car manufacturer 
Renault’s plant in Bursa, north 
western Turkey, began striking 
for a wage increase on Thursday 
of last week. 

The strike has halted 
production at the factory. It 
usually makes 400 cars an hour. 

Workers left their union, 
Turkish Metal, after it signed 
a three-year wage deal last 
December. The union has called 
for the “illegal” strike to end. 

By Monday of this week the 
action had spread to a nearby 
factory of Tofas, a firm making 
cars for Fiat. 


INTERNATIONAL@2@% 


Tories demand military 


trikes to stop refugees 


ed KEN OLENDE 


THE BRITISH government is 
leading a European Union (EU) 
plan to stop migrants coming 
across the Mediterranean by 
launching military strikes. 

EU ministers met in Brussels on 
Monday of last week to discuss the 
plan. The EU was then set to send 
a resolution to the United Nations 
Security Council—drafted by 
Britain—asking for permission to 
operate in Libya’s territorial waters. 

The resolution is said to ask for 
“use of all means to destroy the 
business model of the traffickers”. 

British flagship HMS Bulwark, 
which has temporarily been 
assigned to rescuing refugees would 
use its helicopter gunships to “neu- 
tralise” ships used by traffickers. 

It also says, “A presence ashore 
might be envisaged if agreement 
was reached with relevant authori- 
ties.” Who the relevant authorities 
are is not clear as Tripoli, the port 
from which most migrants leave, is 
not under the control of the nomi- 
nal Libyan government. 

A leaked EU document stated, 
“The operation would require a 
broad range of air, maritime and 
land capabilities. These could 
include: intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance; boarding 
teams; patrol units (air and mari- 
time); amphibious assets; destruc- 
tion air, land and sea, including 
Special Forces units.” 

The Italian government has been 
keen on such a scheme for some 
time and it would officially come 
under Italian military command. 


Warzone 

It is an attempt to stop refu- 
gees before they are on the high 
seas and become a problem that 
any European nation can be held 
accountable for. This leaves people 
who have fled one warzone trapped 
in another. 

The issue has led to a division 
in the EU. The main worry of the 
governments pushing the military 
campaign is to stop the influx of ref- 
ugees before the possible introduc- 
tion of “emergency mechanisms” by 
the end of the month. 

These would require all EU 
countries to take a share of “per- 
sons in clear need of international 
protection”. 

Up to 8,000 migrants were stuck 
in boats off the coast of Thailand 
as Socialist Worker went to press. 

Most are Rohingya Muslims 
who have fled Myanmar, formerly 
known as Burma, where they are 
an oppressed minority. Others have 
travelled from Bangladesh. 

As with the refugees in the 
Mediterranean, governments do 
not want them to land so that they 
are not responsible. 


THE NAVY’S flagship HMS Bulwark could launch attacks as well as rescues Picture: Anorzes Orreeski/Wikimepia Commons 


Greece’s media workers 
keep their struggle live 


Nearby countries have been 
using their navies to drive boats out 
of their waters rather than rescue 
the refugees. Several have spent 
months at sea. 

Around 700 have got as far as 
Indonesia, where they have been 
allowed to land and set up a camp. 

Other ships have run out of sup- 
plies, reducing refugees to fighting 
for scraps of food. 

Protest at the Dungavel immigration 
centre in Scotland, Saturday 30 May, 


12 noon. 
Organised by the STUC. Go to 


bit.ly/1G618e9 


GREECE’S STATE broadcaster 
ERT is set to officially return 
on Monday of next week—two 
years after its closure. This 

is a victory for workers who 
occupied ERT and operated it 
under workers’ control. 

ERT’s re-opening was a key 
promise of Syriza, the left party 
elected in January. The fight 
is on to make sure it doesn’t 
mean a return to the cuts—or 
the bosses’ control. 

Police entered the regional 
radio station on the island 
of Zante last Thursday on a 
complaint by bosses of the 
rump broadcaster Nerit that 
had replaced ERT. They arrested 
journalist Petros Pomonis. 

Petros told Socialist Worker, 
“It was an attempt to cancel 
Syriza’s legislation reinstating 
ERT. Syriza members are calling 
it a political provocation. 

“But it also reinforced a 
sense that the government is 
handling crucial issues badly.” 

Many of Nerit’s structures 
remain intact, and boss Lampis 
Tagmatarchis, who issued the 
redundancy notices in 2013, 


Boss is back—Lampis Tagmatarchis 


has been named ERT director. 
Petros said, “This is the 
greatest provocation—to the 
workers and supporters who 
fought for an open ERT, free 
voice of all who struggle.” 
With Syriza scrambling to 
reach a deal with Greece’s 
creditors, workers across 
Greece could soon be asked to 
accept compromises. At ERT, 
they refuse to demobilise. 
Petros said his arrest 
“triggered the reflexes of 
solidarity”. He added, “We 
refuse to be terrorised. We must 
prevent any attempts to cut off 
the services we’ve defended 
with so many struggles.” 
Dave Sewell 


LETTERS 


We beat 
the BNP 


ANTI-FASCISTS in 
Rotherham, South 
Yorkshire, are celebrating 
the death of the Nazi British 
National Party (BNP). 

The coffin was the ballot 
box in which BNP chairman 
Adam Walker mustered just 
225 votes. The Trade 
Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition polled more than 
the BNP and the English 
Democrats combined. 

It is a victory for years of 
campaigning by Unite 
Against Fascism against the 
BNP and other fascists and 
racists trying to exploit the 
child abuse scandal. 

But the big Ukip vote 
means we urgently need to 
step up Stand Up to Ukip 
activities. 

Phil Turner 
Rotherham 


Regulation 
won't help 


GIVEN THE vile nature of 
what The Sun newspaper 
columnist Katie Hopkins 
has said about migrants, it’s 
no wonder that people call 
for state regulation of the 
media (Letters, 16 May). 

As a journalist and NUJ 
union member I worry it 
would mean more curbs on 
the ability of journalists to 
hold the rich and powerful 
to account. 

Legal regulation could be 
used to gag troublemakers. 

In the end we need 
stronger media unions to 
challenge the bosses. 

Julia Armstrong 
Sheffield 


Killed by 
the state? 


ON THE “disappearances” 
in Balochistan (Socialist 
Worker, 16 May). In 2010 
I represented, in Britain, a 
Baloch leader charged at 
the behest of the Pakistan 
government with trumped 
up terrorism charges. He 
was acquitted. 

During the case I 
travelled to Karachi and 
interviewed, with an 
independent interpreter, 
tortured Balochistanis. 

By the end of the trial two 
of them had been taken 
from their lawyer’s office 
and killed. A few weeks later 
I received an email from the 
father of my interpreter, 
“they have killed my son”. 

Jim Nichol, solicitor 
South Africa 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD 
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URRECTION 


Labour cant blame anyone 
but itseli—but what now? 


I AM a full time carer to my two 
young sons who both have 
Asperger’s syndrome (or high 
functioning autism). I am actively 
fighting for improved support and 
services for children in Scotland 
who have autism. 

As a socialist, I believe that the 
recent success of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) will weaken 
the working class. 

The SNP has convinced Scotland 
that it is a left wing, progressive 
party. 

This has led many people to 
abandon the belief that we need to 
build a strong left that can fight 
the oncoming attacks from a 
strengthened Tory government. 

The Scottish Labour Party must 
be ready to join with other left 
groups and unions in order to 
fight the attacks of the Tories. 

This means returning to their 
socialist values and beliefs, and 
backing this up with real action. 

I call on all parents and carers 
to come to our autism events, and 
tell Scottish Labour, “We will 
support you—if you support us.” 

Chris Heggie 
Edinburgh 


@WITH A bare 37 percent of the 
vote, the Tories did not win this 
election—Labour lost it. 

The other 63 percent of voters 
were crying out for an alternative 
to austerity and cuts. 

That’s why the Liberal 
Democrats were smashed. 

In Scotland where the Scottish 
nationalists gave a voice to the 
63 percent they did indeed roar. 


How can we do it? 


In England the Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition was the 
best on offer, but wasn’t up to the 
job. 

Now it looks as though Labour 
is going to draw exactly the 
opposite conclusion and return to 
Blairism. 

If it does the working class in 
England is likely to tell it how 
irrelevant it is, just like the 
working class in Scotland did. 

We badly need a radical left 
party such as Podemos, or Syriza. 
With all their faults they’re better 
than what we’ve got. 

John Shemeld 
Nottingham 


@FOR THE past five years Labour 
made no attempt to fight back 
against the Tory lies and 
propaganda. 

Where was the clear position of 
the Labour Party regarding the 


NHS—reversing privatisation and 
imposing a health tax? 

Why was trade unionism and 
trade unions, who have millions of 
members and who created the 
Labour Party, missing from the 
debate? 

There was no mention of 
renationalisation of the railways, 
which enjoys the support of over 
70 percent of the population. 

There was no condemnation of 
the Tory proposals to sell off more 
social housing at knock down 
prices. 

A campaign which included 
none of the above was always 
doomed to failure. 

Ross Sutton 
Reading 


@I FELT like I’d been punched in 
the face when the Tories won the 
election. But I’m not convinced 
they will succeed in 2020. 

I don’t think they’ll be able to 
get away with their mantra on 
how they rescued the economy 
during this entire term of office. 

Dogmatism will be exposed by 
uncooperative economic data. 

But I do feel desperately 
unhappy about the brutality and 
injustice many people will have to 
endure until then. 

And I do worry that hardship 
can just as surely demoralise and 
divide as much as it can fan the 
flames of resistance and unity. 

It’s going to require hard work 
to avoid the former. But of course I 
know we will be up for that. 

Gail Edwards 
Newcastle 
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Racists’ days 
are numbered 


I’M GLAD Nigel Farage 
didn’t win his seat in 
South Thanet. 

Just remember how 
popular the Nazi British 
National Party was not 
so long ago and where is 
it in this election. 

Bye bye right wing 
bigots. Your days 
are numbered in our 
wonderful multicultural 
society. 

Catherine Sutherland 
Edinburgh 


Why buy the 
Murdoch rag? 


ENJOYED THE article 
on Murdoch, the media 
and elections (Socialist 
Worker, 16 May). 
| never understand 

when I see working class 
people buying the Sun—a 
newspaper that wants 
them crushed down. 

Rowan Wyatt 
Tunbridge Wells 


Where’s the 
next demo? 


| AM forever reading 
Socialist Worker and 
finding that a demo 
I'd have loved to have 
been part of has just 
happened. 
Now more than ever 
| want to show my 
face and increase the 
numbers at these events. 
Does anyone know of 
a website where they’re 
published in advance? 
Could Socialist Worker 
print a list each week? 
Gareth Hopcyn 
Stockport 


Bloodthirsty 
Gove is back 


MICHAEL GOVE as 
justice secretary? 

Never has the cliche 
about putting Dracula in 
charge of the blood bank 
been more apt. 

John Curtis 
Ipswich 


Back to school 
for Murphy 


NOW THAT ex Scottish 
Labour MP Jim Murphy 
has received his P45, 
perhaps he should return 
to Strathclyde University 
to finish his studies. 

It'd be interesting to 
see how he got on with 
students who have lost 
the free education and 
maintenance grants 
that he enjoyed. While 
president of the National 
Union of Students he 
promoted student loans. 

John Hein 
Edinburgh 
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Axed in March—David’s day centre in Peckham 


HE NEW Tory minister 
for disabled people is 
against protecting ben- 
efits for cancer patients 
and disabled children. 
David Cameron’s deci- 
sion to install Justin Tomlinson in 
the post is a chilling indication of 
where the Tories will swing the axe. 

The Tories want to slash a stag- 
gering £12 billion more from welfare 
spending. The cuts are part of a wider 
assault that has already had a devas- 
tating impact. 

This time last year the Local 
Government Association warned 
that councils were buckling under 
the strain of £10 billion budget cuts 
in the three preceding years. 

Councils were “on the verge of a 
tipping point” of not having “enough 
money to meet all their statutory 
responsibilities”. 

Disability benefit claimant David 
from Peckham, south London, spoke 
to Socialist Worker about how cuts 
can affect vulnerable people. 

“They closed down the day centre 
I used to go to in March this year”, 
he said. “It needed another £50,000 
to keep going but the government 
wouldn’t pay it. 

“Tt lost me £100 a week—I used to 
work in there catering. And I used to 
go three times a week. 

“I have to go somewhere otherwise 
I feel suicidal. 

“T have mental health problems 
and I have to get out of the house. 
Otherwise I get fed up. 

“But they’re closing all the day cen- 
tres now. We used to do things like 
woodwork and we had a pool table. A 


I can’t begin to 
imagine where the 
next £12 billion of 
welfare cuts would 
come from—so 
much has gone 
already for 
disabled 
people 
Linda Burnip 
Disabled 
People 


Against 
Cuts 


lot of people used the centres.” 

Every mainstream party calls these 
cuts “difficult choices”. The reality 
is they put lives at risk. One of the 
leaked Tory plans would extend the 
bedroom tax to other tenants as well 
as those in social housing. 

Lynne from Huddersfield is in one 
of the 600,000 households already 
hit by the tax. 

The tax snatched £10 a week from 
her housing benefit. Lynne fought 
back with the help of local cam- 
paigners and forced Kirklees Council 
to give her a discretionary housing 
payment. 

“But now the council are appeal- 
ing the decision,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “I don’t know how long it’s 
going to go on for—It’s all getting me 
down.” 

Lynne’s husband receives Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA). But after a 
“fit for work” medical test last year he 
had all his money cut not long before 
Christmas. The benefit was only rein- 
stated after a long fight. 


Awful 


“It was cut off for almost seven 
months,” said Lynne. “We’ve had to 
go to a food bank all of this year—it’s 
been awful. This is why people have 
been killing themselves.” 

Food bank use has rocketed since 
the Tories got into office in 2010. 
Some one million more people rely 
on them regularly now than they did 
then. 

The most common reason forcing 
people to seek out help is because 
they’ve had their benefits stopped. 
For others the impact of this is far 
worse. 

Department for Work and 
— - Pensions (DWP) 
WM statistics show 
|}that 10,600 
_) Employment 
} Support Allowance 
"| claimants died 
| between January 
/}and November 
2011 within six 
weeks of their 
claim ending. 

Just before 
the general elec- 
tion senior civil serv- 
ants warned of “very, 
highly or extremely con- 
troversial” cuts to benefits if 
welfare spending was capped 
further. 

Yet that’s exactly what is set to 


\ happen. 


Millionaire axeman Iain Duncan 
Smith is once again minister at the 


THE TORIES HAVE SPENT FIVE YEARS 
ROBBING THE POOR. NOW THEY’RE 


BACK 
FOR 


MORE 


DWP. He is in charge of making the 
£12 billion of cuts. So far the Tories 
have only given details of £2 billion 
of them. 

“T can’t begin to imagine where 
the cuts would come from—so much 
has gone already,” Disabled People 
Against Cuts activist Linda Burnip 
told Socialist Worker. 

“They’ve already cut the Access 
to Work fund that helped disabled 
people to work.” 


Difficulty 

A cap on how much the fund can pay 
to individuals who use it will come 
into effect in October. It will mainly 


“A big question is whether the gov- 
ernment goes ahead with Universal 
Credit,” said Linda. _ 

“At the moment 

if you’re disa- 
bled and you 
get Employment 
Support Allowance 
(ESA) then 
you get a 
disa- 
bility 
pre- 


affect people who have difficulty & 


seeing or hearing—the single big- 
gest users of the fund. 

“The Tory manifesto said they 
want to help people into work,” said 
Linda. “Then they take away any help 
disabled people had to do that.” 

It isn’t just changes to disability 
benefits that hurt disabled people. 

Attacks on claimants in general 
can have nasty consequences for 
people with disabilities. 


Bedroom tax protester 


Picture: Mark KRANTz 


mium around £65 a week. You 
wouldn’t get that with Universal 
Credit.” 

And while the Tories herald their 
“recovery” and “economic growth” 
the reality looks very different for 
many working class people. 

Lucy was made redun- 
dant from her job in 
Huddersfield in 
2012 and has 

been in and 

out of work 


Ae since. 

i Ps, She was 
/) “devastated” 
i when the Tories 


won this month’s 
election. Lucy told 
Socialist Worker, “I’ve 
been in my house for 
30 years, ’'m in my six- 
ties, but I never thought 
I'd be in this position at 
my age. This bedroom tax is 
a struggle. 
“The council wouldn’t give 
me a discretionary pay- 
ment because I had scraped 


BY 
RAYMIE 
KIERNAN 


Cuts they leaked—with 
more kept under wraps 


THE TORIES plan to slash a 
further £12 billion from welfare 
spending. 

Some of their floated, leaked 
or announced plans include: 


Abolishing statutory 
maternity pay 
Restricting housing benefit 
to people over 21 
Restricting those eligible 
for Universal Credit 
Cutting child or working 
tax credits by average 

of £40 a week for over 

three million families 
Lowering the annual benefits 
cap for claimants from 

£26,000 to £23,000 a year 
Limiting child benefit to 
the first two children 


Extending the bedroom 

tax to tenants other than 
those living in social housing 

Cutting a range of 

benefits for disabled 
people, including Disability 
Living Allowance, Personal 
Independence Payments and 
Attendance Allowance 

Restricting Carer’s 

Allowance to those eligible 
for Universal Credit—hitting 
40 percent of claimants 


The plans unveiled so far 
wouldn’t add up to half of the 
planned £12 billion. 


together bits of money I managed 
to save when I had work for a few 
months. That was to try and survive 
when looking for work but it ran out 
fast.” 

Lucy says the constant attack on 
the right to receive benefits affects 
people’s health and wellbeing. 

“Five years is a long time to wait,” 
she said about the new term in office. 


N GLASGOW Gail Morrow 
was upbeat, but angry at fac- 
ing another Tory government. 
“It feels like lots of people are 
up for fighting them,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

Gail is the chair of the Scottish 
Anti Bedroom Tax Federation. It was 
at the centre of a successful struggle 
to resist the bedroom tax in Scotland. 

She believes there are lessons to be 
learned from that battle. 

“We organised everywhere, in 
small areas and big areas, and linked 
the groups together through the fed- 
eration to make our voices heard,” 
she said. 

“And we didn’t back down.” 


Socialist Worker 


For the chop—school crossing attendants in Derbyshire 


The Labour Party and the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) did nothing 
before being pushed by the working 
class people who got organised. 

Yet both parties try to claim credit 
for the bedroom tax being mitigated 
in Scotland. 

Gail said, “We were told it was 
a Westminster issue and there was 
nothing the Scottish parliament could 
do. But we forced the politicians to 
act and we can do it again.” 

The success there boosted cam- 
paigners elsewhere in Britain. Soon 
councils in England were being 
forced to adopt “no eviction” policies 
for people in rent arrears. 

Pressure from ordinary people 
forced former Labour leader Ed 
Miliband to come out against the 
bedroom tax. 

The desire for an alternative to 
austerity among many people pushed 
the SNP to talk left during the elec- 
tion campaign. 


Refuse 

Leader Nicola Sturgeon was set to 
meet David Cameron this week. She 
should refuse to cooperate with aus- 
terity or implement cuts. 

But the mainstream politicians 
can’t be trusted to stand up for ordi- 
nary people. 

As Gail put it, “People need to get 
going. We have to unite now and 
fight austerity.” 

In many places that fight is well 
underway—and it’s finding new 
activists. 

Derbyshire County Council’s 
attempt to scrap school crossing 
patrols in Chesterfield laid the basis 
for an electoral challenge in this 
month’s council elections. 

Teaching assistant Lisa Pritchard 
told Socialist Worker, “Political activ- 
ism is something I’ve never done 
before.” Within a few months she 
stood for election. 

After attending a Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition meeting Lisa 
became convinced to stand to be a 
councillor. 

The campaign has so far forced 
the Labour administration to commit 
to keeping half the school crossing 
patrol sites. But Lisa isn’t satisfied 
with that. 

At the end of the school term the 
council intends to issue redundancy 
notices to staff. 

“If enough of us fight they aren’t 
going to be able to make the cuts,” 
Lisa argued. The same logic applies 
to the national picture. 

Lisa said, “The scariest thing is 
most people don’t know about local 


cuts as councils keep trying to pass 
them as quietly as they can. Labour 
say it’s all the Tories’ fault—but they 
could stand up against the Tories and 
not implement them.” 

The Tories’ plans for the next 
five years add up to a nightmare for 
working class people. 

Extending the bedroom tax and 
imposing more attacks on disabled 
people are just part of them. 

The Tories could snatch Carer’s 
Allowance from 40 percent of cur- 
rent claimants by restricting it only to 
people eligible for Universal Credit. 

They have floated the idea of abol- 
ishing statutory maternity pay. Under 
21s could lose the right to claim 
housing benefit. The GMB union has 
said more than three million families 
could lose an average of £40 a week 
due to cuts to tax credits. 

Yet all of this still wouldn’t make 
up half the £12 billion welfare spend- 
ing cuts pledged by Cameron. 

The idea that there’s no alterna- 
tive but cuts is a lie. As Lisa put it, 
“There’s enough money—they’re just 
not getting it from the people who 
can afford it. 

“Lack of money is not a valid 
reason for messing with people’s 
lives. 

“They will have blood on their 
hands from these cuts. When the 
Tories got back in I thought, ‘oh my 
god, we’ve got to get out there and 
campaign’.” 

The thousands on anti-Tory pro- 
tests since the election shows there 
is mood to resist. Lisa agreed, “We 
can do this—we can stop them.” 


We organised and 
didn’t back down. We 
forced the politicians 
to act and we can do 
it again. People need 
to get going. 
We need to 
unite now 
and fight 
austerity 


Gail Morrow 
Scottish Anti 
Bedroom Tax 
Federation 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism.We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


ESSEX 

Socialists and the EU 
Thu 4 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 
Chelmsford CM1 2QL 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


BARNSLEY 

Orgreave, Hillsborough 
and child abuse—why 

the police are no friends 
of the working class 

Thu 28 May, 7pm, 

YMCA, Blucher St,S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation 
Wed 27 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38-40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BRISTOL: NORTH 


Is the Labour Party finished? 


Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 

5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House, 

80 Stokes Croft, BS1 3QY 
BRISTOL: SOUTH 
Capitalism in crisis and 
the relevance of Marx 
Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

CAMBRIDGE 

Migrant lives matter — 
stop the slaughter in 

the Mediterranean 

Thu 3 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St,CB11DG 
CARDIFF 

Migrant lives matter — 
stop the slaughter in 

the Mediterranean 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, 

CF24 4HX 

CHELMSFORD 

What are the roots 

of terrorism? 

Thu 18 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL 
CHESTERFIELD 

Is there an alternative to 
the market and austerity? 
Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library (enter via 
the Cafe Browser), 

New Beetwell St,S40 1QL 
COLCHESTER 
Immigration—the myths 
used to divide us 

Tue 26 May, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET 
DERBY 

Accommodation or 
revolution? The kitchen 
sink drama and the 
angry young men 

Thu 28 May, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
Mackworth Rd, 

DE22 3BL 

DONCASTER 

Where now for Labour 
and the trade unions? 
Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, 

DN13EH 

DUNDEE 

Why the working class 
can change society 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 

EDINBURGH 

Shut down Dungavel— 
why we say that refugees 
are welcome here 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 VictoriaTerrace, EH1 2JL 


EXETER 

Social movements and 
political parties 

Thu 4 Jun, 7pm, 

New Horizon Cafe, 

47 Longbrook St, 

EX4 6AW 
GLASGOW:SOUTH 
Capitalism vs the climate — 
is Naomi Klein right? 

Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St, 

G427RA 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Syriza and socialist strategy 
Wed 27 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

KIRKCALDY 

Race and racism today 
Mon 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Betty Nicol’s Pub, 

297 High St, 

KYLIJL 

LIVERPOOL 
Immigration—the myths 
used to divide us 

Thu 28 May, 7pm, 

The Brink Cafe, 

21 Parr St (near Concert 
Square), 

L14JN 

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
The roots of terrorism 
Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove (very close to 
the station), 

W105XL 

LONDON: BRIXTON 
Anarchism and street 
movements—what’s 

the way to win? 

Wed 3 Jun, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd, (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW21EP 


LONDON: CAMDEN 

Are we all aspirational now? 
Who are the working class? 
Thu 28 May, 7pm, 

Theatro Technis, 

26 Crowndale Rd, 
NW11TT 

LONDON: EALING 

Socialists and the EU 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 

W3 Gallery, 185 High St, 
Acton, W3 9DJ 

LONDON: HACKNEY 

May 1968 the fire last 
time—when students 

and workers united 

Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 OPU 
LONDON: HORNSEY 

AND WOOD GREEN 

Tell me why I don’t 

like Mondays— Marx’s 
theory of alienation 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, 

Haringey, N8 0DD 

LONDON: ISLINGTON 

The changing shape of 

the working class 

Thu 28 May, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, N7 6QT 
LONDON: KINGSTON 

Tell me why I don’t 

like Mondays— Marx’s 
theory of alienation 

Wed 27 May, 7pm, 

Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT 
LONDON:LEWISHAM 

Tell me why I don’t 

like Mondays— Marx’s 
theory of alienation 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and DLR 
Station), SE10 8JA 


PROTESTING AGAINST the Tories in London this month 


LONDON: SOUTHWARK 
France—the resistible 
rise of Marine le Pen 

Thu 28 May, 7pm, 

Snug Room, The Grand Union, 
26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE58RE 

LONDON: TOTTENHAM 

How can Palestine 

be free? 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Kitabevi Cafe, 

410 Tottenham High Rd, 
N179JB 

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
After four months 

in government—can 
Syriza succeed? 

Wed 27 May, 7pm, 

Oxford House, 

Derbyshire St (opp Bethnal 
Green RdTesco), E2 6HG 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Is the SNP aradical 
alternative? 

Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 

1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU 


MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Who was Lenin? 

Wed 27 May, 7pm, 

Proof Bar, 

30 Manchester Rd,M21 0BQ 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
What is imperialism? 

Thu 28 May, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, M25NS 
MEDWAY 

Migrant lives matter — 
stop the slaughter in 

the Mediterranean 

Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Conference room, 

The Nucleus Arts Centre, 
272 High St, Chatham, 
ME44BP 

NORWICH 

Social movements and 
political parties—how 

do we unite the left? 

Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, NR2 2SA 
NOTTINGHAM 

Rise like lions—lessons of 
the 1819 Peterloo Massacre 
Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 


BOOKMARKS 


Ss ene, 


International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

PORTSMOUTH 

Human nature —are we 


too selfish for socialism? 


Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Climate vs Capitalism— 
is Naomi Klein right? 

Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 


the Crucible theatre), S12JB 


SOUTHAMPTON 

From Selma to 
Baltimore —the fight for 
Civil Rights inthe US 
Wed 3 Jun, 7.30pm, 

High Street Cafe, 

153 High St, S014 2BT 
SWANSEA 

Why did Labour lose 


the election? 


Thu 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, SA2 OBP 
YORK 

Malcolm X—the road 


to revolution 


Wed 27 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 


4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH 


{ “Mevenrs) 


DORSET 

How do we stop fracking? 
Sat 6 Jun, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club, (opposite County 
Hall), Colliton Park, 
Dorchester DT1 1XJ. 
Organised by the 

Dorset Socialists 

LONDON 

Housing summit 

Sat 13 Jun, 1lam-4.30pm, 
Bloomsbury Baptist Church, 
235 Shaftesbury Ave, 
WC2H 8EP. 

Called by Defend 

Council Housing 


A Socialist History of 
the French Revolution 


With Mitchell Abidor who 


translated Jean Jaures’ book. 


Tue 26 May, 6.30pm, 
Bookmarks Bookshop, 

1 Bloomsbury St, 

WC1B 3QE. 

£2.To reserve your place call 
020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
NATIONAL 

Marxism 2015 festival 


Ideas for revolution 


Thu 9-Mon 13 Jul, 

Central London. 

Book now on 020 7819 1190 
or at marxismfestival.co.uk 


CONTACT 
THE SWP 


Phone 020 7819 1172 
Email 
enquires@swp.org.uk 
Post PO Box 42184, 
London SW8 2WD 
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When the world said no to 
war brougnt to the screen 


A new film We Are Many looks back at the 15 February 2003 protests against 
the invasion of Iraq. Its director Amir Amirani spoke to Socialist Worker 


WE ARE Many is about the day 
of mass global demonstrations 
against the Iraq war. 

Saturday 15 February 2003 saw 
over 20 million people across the 
world join a global protest against 
war in Iraq. 

The film’s director Amir Amirani 
explained to Socialist Worker how 
the idea for the film developed. He 
said, “Initially it was just going to be 
the story of the demonstration. 

“I was on the demonstration in 
Berlin and it was absolutely massive. 
But when I got back to London and I 
realised that there were two million 
people on the streets I was genuinely 
upset that I had missed it. 

“It was the biggest day of global 
protest—I thought this amazing event 
needed to be made into a film. 

“Even now people know that there 
was a demonstration in London, but 
they don’t realise that it took place in 
up to 800 cities worldwide.” 

The film doesn’t stop at telling 
the story of the protests, but asks the 
questions raised by the movement. 

“The question for many people is, 
‘Was it a failure?’ We marched in our 
millions but didn’t stop the war,” said 
Amir. 

“{ don’t think getting two million 
people onto the streets of London 
was failure.” 


Movement 

The film is a testament to how that 
day represented a genuine mass 
movement that radicalised millions 
of people. Amir said, “Just to give 
one example, I had an email the 
other day from someone who was 
22 at the time. 

“They came off the London demo 
and were shocked to find the BBC 
had basically ignored it.” 

Amir said, “I have people who were 
on the demonstration asking what 
was the point—people can still argue 
that it was a ‘heroic failure’.” 

That’s a real argument the film 
tries to address. This is how Amir’s 
project began to 
change. 

Socialist 
Worker at the 
time described 
15 February 
as a water- 
shed, “a turn- 
ing point in 
global 


Amir Amirani 


FE re s 


le : Fe be 


politics and the birth of a new 
movement”. 

In the days that followed more 
protests, stunts and marches took 
place. School students walked out 
against the war when the invasion 
began on 19 March 2003. 

The anti-war movement opened 
people’s eyes to the brutality of the 
system. Millions of people would 
never look at the world in the same 
way again. 

Amir explained how they picked 
the participants. “I didn’t want it to 
be like a Panorama style—so we ini- 
tially didn’t invite politicians.” 

He explained, “Every story has its 
protagonists—and the protagonists 
are the people on the day. We said 
that you had to be an organiser, an 
activist or one of the people who’d 

been on the demonstration. 

“But in the end we put in a few 
politicians, including some that took 
us to war. 

“We invited Tony Blair’s cabi- 
net and in the end got Clare Short, 
David Blunkett and Lord Falconer. 

“{t’s still related to the day itself 
—so they saw the demonstration 
and still voted for the war. How do 
they feel about that?” 

But while people such as Clare 
Short do appear, they’re not pulled 
up for their hypocrisy of jumping 

on the anti-war bandwagon. 

Short resigned from the cabi- 
net after it was too late for this 

to make a difference. 


LONDON’S HYDE Park on 15 February 2003 (a 


vr a /_} 


Too much is also made of billion- 
aire Richard Branson’s plan to fly 
Nelson Mandela and Kofi Annan to 
Baghdad to reach a settlement. 

Amir said, “Some people will be 
cynical about this. 

“What Branson shows is the huge 
strength of feeling against the war 
that cut across all demographics.” 

While this majority feeling is a tes- 
tament to the anti-war movement, 
Branson’s wheeze wasn’t part of that 
movement. 

The film links the anti-war move- 
ment with the Egyptian Revolution 
of 2011. 

“That changed the whole film,” 
said Amir. “50,000 people came out 
onto the streets of Cairo and briefly 
occupied Tahrir Square. Leftists had 


been expecting 200 people. The scale 
of that anti-war movement sowed the 
seeds for later revolt. 

“That’s when they said, ‘We can 
take on the Mubarak dictatorship.’ 
Those activists went on to be part 
of the democracy movement after 
Tunisia sparked it off.” 

The legacy of the anti-war 
movement made it more difficult for 
politicians to take us to war in Syria. 

Amir said, “The film is a break with 
the mainstream—it’s not just about 
politicians saying the same lies under 
better lighting conditions. 

“It shows that people are agents 
in history and that it’s not just top 
down. 

“Tf the film achieves that then it’s 
a success.” 


AIS 


E17 ARTS TRAIL 
Walthamstow, London E17. 
30 May until 14 June. 

For more information go to 
el7arttrail.co.uk 


THE E17 Arts Trail is a 
chance for artists and 
designers in Waltham Forest 
to show their work. 

While it’s run by local 
artists, it’s not just about the 
professionals and north east 
London's growing number of 
bearded bohemians. 

It’s open to anyone to 
submit their art. 

The Trail also aims to 
address the lack of artistic 
space—and put participation 
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Public art in a school yard 


back into art and bring it to a 
mass audience. 

Schools and adult 
education courses showcase 
students’ work on their 
perimeter fences and local 
community groups put on 
exhibitions. 

Public buildings and 
residential homes open their 
doors to the public and art is 
showcased on the street. 


TOP 5 BOOKS 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


Ukip—the ugly face of 
politics 
Socialist Worker pamphlet 


Against Equality— 
Queer Revolution, Not 


Mere Inclusion 
edited by Ryan Conrad 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 


14 


Socialist Worker 23 May 2015 


HE Tory 

cabinet 

has already 

declared a 

new offensive 

against trade 
unions—and union lead- 
ers have wasted no time 
in responding. 

And the response from 
many is to sign people up 
to the Labour Party. 

Union leaders hope to 
influence its coming leader- 
ship election. 

But this is also part of 
a long term strategy to 
“reclaim” the party. 

Union leaders created 
Labour and unions still 
provide most of its money, 
seeking to give workers a 
voice in parliament. 

But Labour’s leading 
figures see them as an 
embarrassment and are 
determined to sideline them. 

Labour’s union-bashing is 
often blamed on the Blairites 
who snipe at Ed Miliband. 

But Labour failed to listen 
long before Tony Blair led the 
party. 

As well as going along 
with Tory calls for auster- 
ity and tougher immigration 
controls, he swallowed their 
line that union influence was 
inherently toxic. 

He made sure he was seen 
as striving to eliminate it. 

Miliband went nuclear 
when the Tory press caught 
the Unite union trying to get 
Karie Murphy selected as 
parliamentary candidate for 
Falkirk in Scotland. 

He launched a shameful 
attack on Unite and its Scottish 
chair Stevie Deans—also union 
convenor at the Grangemouth 
oil refinery in Falkirk. 

That opened the door to a 
damaging defeat for Unite at 
the hands of Grangemouth 
bosses. 

After Falkirk, Miliband 
launched the Collins Review of 
Labour’s rules to eliminate the 
block vote that had allowed 
unions to elect him as leader. 

They saw him as the alterna- 
tive to his Blairite brother. 

That history appears to be 
repeating itself. 


Supporters 

The biggest unions, Unite and 
Unison, have set up phone 
banks to ring members and con- 
vince them to become Labour 
“supporters”—with the union 
paying their fee. 

Every member of retail union 
Usdaw has had an email asking 
them to do the same. 

Labour can sometimes push 
even union leaders too far. The 
last Labour government alien- 
ated the firefighters’ FBU union 
with its attacks on their strike. 

Labour expelled the RMT 
union for looking into back- 
ing Scottish Socialist Party 
candidates. 

The RMT went on to back a 
series of left of Labour electoral 
challenges. 

And FBU general secretary 
Matt Wrack became one of the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist 


Labour’s shadow cabinet in the last government did not help the unt 
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WHY UNIONS 
STILLFOLLOW 
LABOUR 


Dave Sewell explains why the trade union bureaucracy 
still trails after the Labour Party despite being let down by 
Labour time after time since the party was founded 


Is break Blair’s fault? 


Coalition’s highest profile 
supporters. 

More recently RMT presi- 
dent Peter Pinkney joined the 
Greens. 

And the earthquake in 
Scotland’s politics extends to 
its trade union movement. 

Around 15,000 trade union- 
ists—many of them former 
Labour supporters—are now 
members of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP). 

The SNP is set to hold its 
first trade union conference, 


The last Labour 
government 
unashamedly 
used anti trade 


union laws 
[cc | 


and Unite is considering a rule 
change that would allow its 
Scottish region to back SNP 
candidates. 

These developments are 
welcome and significant. Tying 
unions’ political funds to Labour 
saps their credibility. 

The Tory anti-union laws are 
one of the central arguments 
union leaders put forward for 
backing Labour. 

But far from repealing these 
laws while in office for 13 years, 
the last Labour government 


unashamedly used them. 

Wouldn’t it make more sense 
for unions to fund campaigns 
against these laws—or to fund 
only those MPs who oppose 
them? 

Many workers resent being 
asked to back a party that offers 
them so little. 

This can help create an audi- 
ence for the arguments of right 
wingers who don’t want unions 
to have any political voice. 

But for union members to 
focus exclusively on bread and 
butter issues in their own work- 
places would be a huge step 
backwards. 


Issues 
The working class cannot 
defeat its exploiters one boss at 
a time. Political issues—from 
opposing unemployment ben- 
efit sanctions to supporting the 
Palestinians—are as essential 
to its liberation as disputes over 
wages and pensions. 

And elections are one of 


the main arenas in which this 


issues are debated. 

The bosses back candidates 
who fight for their interests. 
So why shouldn’t workers’ 
organisations put up an elec- 
toral challenge that fights for 
theirs? 

Yet union leaders seem to 
have great difficulty breaking 
with pro-business parties. 

Matt Wrack said there was no 
alternative to a Labour “in the 
current situation” last month. 

And for the trade unionists 
rallying to the SNP, its spending 
plan and links to big business 
point to conflicts with workers’ 
interests. 

A vote in the PCS union to 
allow it to back alternative can- 
didates has not yet led to such 
candidates being backed. 

The £1.5 million funding 
that Unite angrily withdrew 
from Labour after the Collins 
Review was quietly restored 
this January. 


HAT makes 
the bond 
between 
Labour and 
the union 
leaders 
so strong? One reason is 
pessimism. 

Many trade union activists 
think that most working class 
people are to their right, and 
only a right wing Labour party 
can reach them. 

But the majority that is to 
Labour’s left on issues such as 
the NHS and renationalising 
the railways is given no politi- 
cal voice. 

Nor is the large minority that 
is outraged about the scape- 
goating of immigrants and ben- 
efit claimants. 

Unions’ Labour link doesn’t 
get politicians behind organ- 
ised workers—it gets work- 
ers’ organisations behind 
politicians. 

This goes back to the very 
beginning of the unions’ politi- 
cal strategy. 

It all started with getting 
union-backed candidates 
selected by the capitalist 
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Liberal Party. These “Lib-Labs”, 
including union leaders, rarely 
voted against the bosses’ party 
line. 

Frustrated by their failings, 
socialist leader Keir Hardie 
pushed for a Labour Party inde- 
pendent of the Liberals. 

But the flaws that stopped it 
providing what the union lead- 
ers hoped for then are the same 
ones that would later allow 
Blairism to blossom. 

Hardie and his allies insisted 
that Labour should put forward 
policies to reform the bosses’ 
system rather than overthrow- 
ing it. 

This went against the argu- 
ments of other Labour founders, 
such as the revolutionary social- 
ists in the Social Democratic 
Federation. 

And crucially, its MPs would 
not be accountable to the work- 
ers who got them elected. 

This version won out partly 
because workers’ struggle was 
in retreat at the time, weakening 
the position of revolutionaries. 

But it also reflects the social 
position of trade union officials. 


ANY OF them 
sincerely want 
to improve 
workers’ lot. 
But their own 
lot is very 


different. 

Workers produce value that 
is creamed off by the capital- 
ists. Their life consists of being 
exploited, and their interests lie 
in throwing off their exploiters. 

But the union officials are not 
exploited. Their life consists of 
mediating between the workers 
and their bosses. 

So from their point of view, 
a real challenge to the bosses’ 
power would undermine their 
own ability to negotiate with 
them for a better deal. 

Labourism comes with a false 
division between economics 
and politics. 

Unions are meant to pursue 
economic demands in the work- 
place without interfering with 
Labour’s political project. 

In return, union leaders can 
avoid the wider implications of 
workers’ struggle by referring 
them to the Labour Party. 

The anti-union laws sought 
to deepen this, because it weak- 
ens workers on both fronts. 

Imagine if Labour MPs used 
their positions to spread work- 
ers’ struggle. 

Or if unions in job centres 
and hospitals took direct action 
to stop Tory attacks on benefit 
claimants and the NHS being 


Labour prime 
minister Harold 
Wilson with union 
leaders Jack Jones 
and Vic Feather. 
The right always 
say that Labour 

in office means a 
return to unions 
being invited in 

for “beer and 
sandwiches” at 
Number 10 (top). 
Ed Miliband spoke 
at the mass anti 
cuts demonstration 
in 2012 but 
opposed action 
(above) 


implemented. 

Instead there is even pres- 
sure on unions to avoid strikes 
in case they cost Labour votes. 
And since Labour doesn’t 
answer to workers, the biggest 
pressure on it is to make sure its 
proposals work with the bosses’ 
system. 

Union leaders are right to 
argue when the politicians try 
and push them out of politics. 

Workers need a voice. But 
Labour isn’t providing it. Nor 
will any party that tries to 
manage a system built on 
exploitation. 

And the lack of a left alterna- 
tive can make it easier for racist 
and fascist parties to prey on 
disillusioned workers. 

The right says Labour would 
be better off without the unions. 

But the truth is that trade 
unionists would be better 
off building an alternative to 
Labour. 


READ MORE 


@The Labour Party: A 
Marxist History 

by Tony Cliff and Donny 
Gluckstein 

£5.00 


@The rank and file and the 
trade union bureaucracy 


®@Miliband’s balancing act: 
Labour and the unions 
by lan Taylor 

Socialist Review 387 
bit.ly/lb4noG9 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


by Ralph Darlington Phone 020 7637 1848 

International Socialism 142 | or go to 

bit.ly/1PnSEm8s bookmarksbookshop. 
co.uk 
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Why shouldnt unions 
influence the Labour Party? 


THE TORY press affected 
outrage at Unite union general 
secretary Len McCluskey’s 
suggestion that union 
members might have a 

say in Labour’s coming 
leadership election. 

Senior Labour figures took 
almost as much umbrage. 

Jim Murphy, who 
announced he was 
quitting as Scottish leader, 
accused McCluskey of 
“destructive behaviour”. 

Acting Labour leader 
Harriet Harman sternly 
insisted that Unite wouldn’t 
get to choose Ed Miliband’s 
successor. At the same 
time she called for people 
who are not members of 
Labour to have a say. 

But when was the last 
time a prominent politician 
or newspaper took issue with 
bosses trying to call the shots? 

When big business leaders 
campaigned to sway this 
year’s general election 
and last year’s Scottish 
independence referendum 
they were treated as 
reliable and authoritative. 

Celebrity boss Alan Sugar 
wasn’t called a wrecker when 
he left Labour because it 
wasn’t right wing enough. 

The same double standard 
says low turnouts are good 
enough for governments 
to take office, but not for 
unions to call strikes. 

The problem with our 
society isn’t that workers 
have too much say, it’s that 
they don’t have enough. 


Democracy 

Real democracy means 
putting workers in control. 
But for workers even to 
shape the party they fund 
is too much for some. 

Many workers will agree 
with McCluskey’s warning 
to Labour last weekend. 

He said that if the party 
doesn’t choose a leader to 
be the voice of organised 
workers, it shouldn’t take the 
union’s backing for granted. 

Last year he went further, 
saying he would be prepared 
to launch a new party if 
Labour continued to move 
in the wrong direction. 

But while at times talking 
up the possibility of a split, 
McCluskey has tied Unite 
more closely to Labour than 
ever. More than half its MPs 


UNITE LEADER Len McCluskey isn’t pulling Labour’s strings 


BACK STORY 


Unions provide the vast 
majority of the Labour 
Party’s funding 


@Some 20 percent of 
Labour’s money comes 
from Unite 

@Individual donations make 
up 7 percent of Labour's 
total income 

®@Company donations 
make up 3 percent—despite 
Labour leaders wanting 

to give business greater 
influence in the party 


have links to the union, 
a success for McCluskey’s 
political strategy. 

Unite officials under 
McCluskey have fought to 
convince members to join 
Labour in a bid to “reclaim” 
it. Dangling the threat of a 
split is a way of showing they 
are serious about doing this. 

But while in theory 
threatening to cut off support 
for Labour, McCluskey in 
practice dropped Unite’s 
support for an important 
breakaway to Labour’s left. 

He announced that Unite 
would be supporting Labour 


The problem 
isn’t workers 
having too 
much say, but 


not enough 
| 


in the election for a new 
mayor in Tower Hamlets, 
east London. Ex-mayor 
Lutfur Rahman was forced 
out last month following an 
Islamophobic witch hunt. 

A “clarification” from 
McCluskey poured cold 
water on Unite chief of staff 
Andrew Mutray’s previous 
statement that Unite opposed 
the removal of Rahman 
because of “racism” and 
“Islamophobic” judgements. 


Climbdown 

In a disappointing climbdown 
from previous principled 
speeches in defence of 
immigration, he also called 
for the left to debate the 

free movement of workers 

in order to “challenge” 

racist party Ukip. 

McCluskey could play 
an important role if he 
initiated a union-led debate 
on political representation. 

He could play an even 
greater one if he called 
for the formation of a left 
alternative to Labour. 

In his time as Unite 
leader McCluskey has 
cultivated an image as a 
firebrand. And sometimes 
his left wing speeches, or his 
support for initiatives such 
as the People’s Assembly, 
have boosted resistance. 

McCluskey may be Laboutr’s 
most notorious left wing 
critic. But this moderate 
militant has done more to 
keep disillusioned workers 
in the Labour Party than 
any of its sycophants. 

To get real influence, 
workers will have to break 
with his strategy just as 
much as from Blairism. 
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Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 42184, 
London SW8 2WD. Phone 020 7819 1172 
Email membership@swp.org.uk 
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WR, fter the shattering general 

Ph election result we need to 
understand how it happened and think 
about how we organise resistance to 
the Tories. Italso poses huge questions 
about what sortof left we need in 
Britain. The Marxism festival is a crucial 
place for debate and analysis of these 
and many other questions 


etings include: 
«Why did Labour base? 


«ls England more reactionary 
than Scotland? 


«The unions, resistance 
and fighting the Tories 


«1s the SNP a radical alternative? 
“Whatsort of leftido we need? 
‘Are che Greens a left alternative? 
*How can we challenge UIP? 
Plus... 


+islamophobia: the othering” 
of Britain's Muslims 

“Why are there so few strikes? 

“1s Naomi Klein right? 
Capitalism vs climate 

«How can Palestine be free? 


Book now: O20 7819 1190 
ww. marxismfestival.org.uk 
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the refuse 


strikers 


Solidarity thwarts an east London 
council’s attempt to break a strike, 
reports Tomas Tengely-Evans 


REFUSE LORRY drivers in 
Barking and Dagenham, east 
London, began a 13-day walkout 
on Wednesday of last week. 

The GMB union members’ action 
is having an impact and workers’ 
confidence is growing. 

Police were inside the depot 
monitoring numbers on the picket 
line. 

Workers said bosses tried to ship 
in scabs from five agencies. But the 
union managed to stop them taking 
the work. 

The workers are fighting bosses’ 
plans to slash their pay by £1,000 
a year. 

But they have also raised serious 
health and safety concerns about 
cutting the “pre start” time, when 
drivers perform health and safety 
checks on their vehicles, from 30 to 
15 minutes. 

Having lost the argument on 
pay, bosses are now trying to dis- 
credit workers’ health and safety 
arguments. 

On Thursday of last week The 
Barking and Dagenham Post pub- 
lished photos of a pre start at the 
Frizlands Lane depot that suppos- 
edly took only nine minutes. 


Claim 
Jacob told Socialist Worker, “When 
we started this dispute management 
claimed you could do a ‘pre start’ in 
15 minutes. But now they’re claim- 
ing nine minutes. 
“What’s changed in that time?” 
Bart agreed, “Management’s 
story just keeps changing all 
the time because they know it 
doesn’t stand up. 
“But what about the 
managers? They 
come and go 


when they want and take two-hour 
lunches.” 

He added, “The local press 
always side with the bosses, just like 
the tabloids.” 

Jacob explained, “They don’t 
know the job at all. 

“When we have to do pre starts 
it’s often dark in the morning, the 
depot is full and we’re all queuing 
up for fuel. 

“Nine minutes is impossible—but 
they’re still refusing to let the inde- 
pendent regulator in to check the 
time.” 

A letter from the council to work- 
ers indicates bosses want to further 
cut the pre start time. This could 
potentially double the pay cut 
already on the table. 


Refused 


Bosses shipped lorries to the 
Pondfield depot and tried to use 
Unison and Unite members as scab 
labour. But those workers refused 
to cross the GMB picket lines— 
despite the fact that their unions 
had signed up to a deal. 

Peter said, “That was all part 
of management’s dirty tricks—but 
they haven’t tried it since because 
it was solid.” 

Workers are set to walk out again 
from 30 May to 7 June. Every trade 
unionist needs to build solidarity 
for this crucial dispute. And other 
groups of council workers should 
come out to fight the cuts. 

Names have been changed 
Join the picket lines from 6am 
outside Frizlands Lane 

Depot, Rainham Road 
North, Dagenham, 
RM10 7HX. Send mes- 
sages of solidarity 
gmb@gmbbarkingbl0. 
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HILLSBOROUGH FOOTBALL stadium on the day of the disaster 


Friend of ten year old victim says the 
police ‘lost control of the turnstiles’ 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


THE HILLSBOROUGH inquests 
heard evidence relating to the 
youngest victim of the disaster, 
Jon-Paul Gilhooley, last week. 

Jon-Paul was just ten when 
he died after being caught in the 
crush at the Sheffield football 
stadium on 15 April 1989. 

Rodney Jolly accompanied 
Jon-Paul and they arrived at the 
ground at around 2.40pm. 

Jolly told the court that when 
they arrived, “The police had lost 
control of the turnstiles.” 

Philip Woodward, a police 
inspector on duty at Hillsborough, 
went into pen 3 after the crush. 


Hell 
He told the court, “It was like 
walking into hell. 

“I saw a young boy, probably 
aged about 10, amongst a pile of 
bodies.” 

He said in 1989 he was 
“probably not very confident” in 
making an assessment of vital 
signs. 

Woodward confirmed he did 
not assess Jon-Paul in the pen 


but thought him dead. He said he 
didn’t know if this perception was 
accurate. 

Jon-Paul was later found in the 
tunnel leading to pens 3 and 4. 
Officer Graham Butler arrived at 
the ground at around 3.10pm. 

He took Jon-Paul to an 
ambulance but didn’t check for 
breathing or a pulse. 

He said, “I thought he might 
have had a chance.” 

Ambulance driver Harold 
Wadsworth helped transport 
Jon-Paul to the Northern General 
hospital. 

He gave CPR but didn’t check 
for a pulse during the journey. 

In his 1989 statement 
Wadsworth said Jon-Paul was 
“worth giving treatment to”. 

Jane Moffatt was also in the 
ambulance. She said there “didn’t 
appear to be any signs of life”. 

She said Jon-Paul was vomiting 
as she tried to treat him and his 
airway was difficult to clear. 

Former officer Mark Llewellyn 
checked for a pulse in the 
ambulance but couldn’t feel one. 

Llewellyn said he had very 
little experience of feeling for 
pulses. 


Socialist Worker 


Karen Thackeray, a nurse 
working at the Northern General 
hospital, is thought to have 
assisted Jon-Paul. 

She said she couldn’t say how 
long staff tried to resuscitate him 
before they stopped. 

The court heard that there is 
no documentation for Jon-Paul 
from the A&E department. He 
was certified dead at 3.50pm. 


Evidence 

Dr Edward Walker, who treated 
14 year old victim Adam 
Spearritt, also gave evidence. 

He didn’t make any medical 
notes on the day of the disaster. 

Walker said the fact he had 
to give Adam drugs to insert 
a tube in his windpipe means 
Adam must have had some 
consciousness at the time. 

Judy Khan, who was asking 
questions on behalf of victims’ 
families, said the court will 
hear that Adam had a pulse 
established while being treated, 
but subsequently died. 

The inquests continue. 


23 May 2015 


For more reports from the 
Hillsborough inquests go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 
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IN BRIEF 


Ferry workers fight 


to defend conditions 


THE RMT union is in dispute 
with the Scottish government- 
owned ferry operator CalMac. 
Its members are to ballot 
for industrial action. Bosses 
have failed to provide 
“satisfactory reassurances” 
over jobs, conditions and 
pensions. 
CalMac is competing with 
outsourcing giant Serco for 
the next eight-year contract 
to run its west coast ferry 
network. The contract is 
worth £125 million a year. 


Globe theatre staff 
walkout over pay 


TOUR GUIDES and exhibition 
staff at the Globe theatre 

in central London struck on 
Monday of this week. 

The Bectu union members 
are demanding £13.50 an 
hour. But bosses are only 
offering £11.72—which is out 
of line with rates of pay at 
similar London venues. 


Coordinated action 
looms at BBC 


STUDIO MANAGERS working 
on BBC radio news have 
voted by 82 percent to strike. 
The workers are in dispute 
with bosses over the amount 
of leave they are awarded for 
working a public holiday. 

The workers’ Bectu union 
says it will now coordinate 
action with studio managers 
at BBC World Service. 


Freedom Riders 
come up trumps 


THE LONG-RUNNING South 
Yorkshire Freedom Ride 
campaign had another 
success last week in its bid to 
restore travel concessions for 
older people. 

Stagecoach buses 
announced it will introduce 
a trial scheme that will 
allow older pass holders 
in Barnsley free bus travel 
to hospital appointments 
whatever the time of day. 


Students occupy 
over Tory plans 


A GROUP of students have 
occupied a floor of the 
Manchester University’s 
business school. 

The students are occupying 
against government plans 
to cut funding for further 
education and scrap Disabled 
Students Allowance. 

They occupied on 
Wednesday of last week and 
have received support from 
lecturers’ union UCU and 
Manchester trades council. 


Putting the politics 
back into Pride 


LESBIANS AND Gays Support 
the Miners (LGSM) will be 
putting the politics back into 
Pride in Birmingham this 
Saturday. 

They plan to lead the Pride 
march alongside trade unions 
in the Midlands. 

@®More info on.fb.me/1KXDr4k 


EDUCATION 


STRIKERS ON the picket line at Small Heath school last week 
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The fight for post-lo 
education Is crucial 


ei SEAN VERNELL 


THE UCU union’s annual 
congress takes place this 
weekend as the new Tory 
government signals further 
assaults on services and 
working conditions. 

The fight for post-16 
education must be at the 
centre of the movement 
against austerity. At the heart 
of this must be the campaign 
to save adult education. 

We need a vision of genuine 
student-centred education and 
must be prepared to use every 
weapon in our armoury— 
lobbies, demonstrations and 
strikes. 


Visible 
UCU punched above its 
weight in its first four years, 
but it has become far less 
visible nationally and this is 
weakening us at branch level. 
At the heart of the debate 
is what kind of union UCU 
should be—one that services 
members or a campaigning 
union. Unfortunately most 
of UCU’s leadership is deeply 
pessimistic about the potential 


to mobilise members. 

Yet where a clear strategy 
has been offered members 
have been very enthusiastic. 

We can start by supporting 
the amendment to congress 
calling for a national 
demonstration to defend 
post-16 education. 

The NUS union has elected 
a left wing leadership and is 
looking for partners to call 
a demonstration, as is the 
teachers’ NUT union. 

Alongside this UCU 
members in further and adult 
education are preparing to take 
industrial action in defence of 


jobs and education. Some 

11 colleges across London 
could strike together over cuts 
in June. 

There is a national lobby of 
parliament on Tuesday 
16 June, called jointly by the 
Association of Colleges, the 
National Voice for LifeLong 
Learning and the UCU. 

The UCU also plans to 
have a Save Lifelong Learning 
contingent on the People’s 
Assembly demonstration. 

On 3 June there is a rally at 
Hackney College from 6pm on 
defending further education. 
Let’s stoke the resistance. 
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Terry Stewart 
1934-2015 


SOCIALISTS AND trade 
unionists in Dumfries 
and Galloway were 
saddened to hear of the 
death of Terry Stewart, 
formerly of Serendipity 
bookshop in Dumfries. 

He joined the International 
Socialists, the forerunner of 
the Socialist Workers Party, in 
1973. Terry came to socialism 
through his experience as a 
medic in the Korean war. 

It left him with a lifelong 
hatred of the officer class. 

From the book shop he ran 
campaigns against the South 
African apartheid regime, for 
the Miners’ Strike and against 
the poll tax. He was a fervent 
seller of Socialist Worker, 


Terry Stewart 


both on the street and in the 
shop until his health failed. 

He will remembered for his 
great sense of humour, insight 
and generosity. 

Terry will be greatly 
missed by all his friends and 
comrades and especially by 
his wife Margaret, daughter 
Fiona and grandchildren Leo 
and Christie. 

Duncan McIntyre 


Ray Davies 
1930-2015 


RAY DAVIES, from 
Llanbradach, South Wales, 
died on 7 May aged 85. 

He was a passionate 
working class fighter. He left 
school aged 13 to become a 
miner. 

Ray was a left wing Labour 
Party member for 60 years 
and on Caerphilly council 
for over 50 years. During 
the Miners’ Strike he left 
his council duties to work 
tirelessly for the Rhymney 
Valley Miners’ Support Group. 

A memorial meeting will 
take place in Cardiff's Temple 
of Peace on 4 July. 

Teresa Goss 
@Longer version online at 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Solidarity gave us strength 


STRIKERS SHUT Small Heath 
school in Birmingham on 
Wednesday of last week in 
protest at plans to turn it into 
an academy. The walkout 
involved ATL, NASUWT and 
NUT union members. 

The school is one of 
those associated with the 
Trojan Horse hoax. Ofsted 
put it in special measures 
in January—following five 
consecutive “outstanding” 
Ofsted judgements. 


Teachers and workers 
across Britain sent hundreds 
of messages of support. 

Strikers would like to 
convey our thanks for all 
the messages encouraging 
us to resist the dismantling 
of a comprehensive 
education system. 

The staff room following 
the strike was buoyant 
and positive. That support 
gave us great strength. 
Small Heath school striker 


FURTHER EDUCATION 


strike threat defends jobs 
but wider cuts fight still on 


A THREATENED strike by 
UCU union members on 
Thursday of last week at 
City and Islington College 
forced bosses to back 
down over compulsory 
redundancies. 

Sean Vernell is a UCU rep 
at the north London college. 
He told Socialist Worker, 
“By standing firm we got a 
guarantee of no compulsory 
redundancies. 

“But this week 
management announced a 
further round of cuts. 

“Alongside nine other 
London colleges we will 
ballot members over these 
cuts, which stem from the 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


government’s 24 percent 
cut to the adult education 
budget.” 

At Greenwich College in 
south London students and 
workers protested against 
cuts outside the Haimo site 
on Thursday of last week. 

College bosses want to 
close adult courses to save 
money. 

UCU members voted 
unanimously this week to 
ballot for strikes against job 
cuts. 

The workers hope to 
coordinate any future action 
with other London colleges 
fighting back against cuts. 
Sadie Robinson 


Workers strike back to 
blunt bosses’ job axe 


WORKERS AT London 
Metropolitan University were 
set to strike on Thursday 

of this week against bosses’ 
plans to axe 165 jobs. 

The UCU union members 
met last week and decided on 
a strategy of escalating strikes 
and a marking boycott if bosses 
don’t back down. 

They supported following 
this week’s walkout with a 
two-day strike next week and a 
three-day strike the week after. 

A strike ballot of Unison 
union members ends on Friday 
of this week. 

@Join picket lines at Tower 
Building and Ladbroke 


House from 8.30am. Rally at 
Highbury Fields lpm. Go to 
#HandsOffLondonMet Strike 
Action day on Facebook. 
Donate to the strike fund: UCU 
LA152, sort code 08 60 O1, 
account number 20109431 


MUCU MEMBERS at Dundee 
University have called their 
third strike, on Tuesday 
2 June, against compulsory 
redundancies to coincide 
with exam boards on the day. 
The battle to stop job 
cuts has seen staff refuse to 
apply for their own jobs. 
@Messages of support to 
ducu@dundee.ac.uk 
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Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD Phone 020 7819 1180 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 23 May 2015 
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COUNCIL WORKERS 


New day of action for 
the Glasgow strikers 


oe RAYMIE KIERNAN 


GLASGOW homelessness 
caseworkers called for mass 
pickets involving other 
Glasgow City Council work- 
ers, Unison union members 
and stewards on Wednesday 
of this week. 

A day of action was to 
take place in solidarity with 
the caseworkers’ indefinite 
strike. It is entering its eighth 
week, and a meeting is due 
with senior management in 
the afternoon. 

Supporters were set to 
join a mass rally outside 
the meeting. The strike has 
widespread support among 
council workers, over £2,000 
was collected at social work 
offices last week. 

With the new Tory gov- 
ernment’s promise of more 
vicious cuts workers are 
keenly aware of what is 
coming down the line. 

A victory for the case- 
workers would be a boost for 
everybody. 

Pressure is building on the 
Labour-run council to meet 
the workers’ demand to be 
regraded and paid the same 
as colleagues that have similar 
responsibilities. The differ- 
ence is up to £5,000 a year. 

Striker and Unison rep 
Chris told Socialist Worker 
that bosses really only had 
one choice if they wanted to 


BREAKFAST ON the picket line for strikers 


resolve the dispute. 

“We are all clear on what 
we want,” he said. “We’re 
not going back until every 
single person is regraded 
and recompensed. That’s our 
message to management.” 

Chris added, “Any attempts 
to split the workforce, regard- 
ing some but not others, will 
be met with a flat ‘no’ from 
the workers.” 

The fact the request for a 
meeting came from council 


Solidarity maintains the 
Dundee porters’ strike 


THE INDEFINITE strike by 
porters at Ninewells and 
Royal Victoria hospitals in 
Dundee is going strong as it 
enters its seventh week. 

The Unite union members 
are in dispute with NHS 
Tayside bosses who refuse 
to grade their pay the same 
as most hospital porters in 
Scotland. This would provide 
around £200 a month extra. 

A meeting with bosses last 
week, planned to begin the 
reviewing process, came to 
nothing. 

The porters are solid and 
solidarity has poured in from 
across Britain to support 
their struggle. They have also 
made strong links with the 
homelessness caseworkers in 
Glasgow (see above). 

Last week a busload of 
strikers from Dundee joined 


a united protest in Glasgow. 

Striker Ross told Socialist 
Worker, “It was great to go 
down and support them as 
they’ve been up to Dundee to 
support us. 

“We've never had anyone 
from Labour or the Scottish 
National Party join us on the 
picket line—only socialists 
have supported us.” 

@Go to Facebook group 
Support Ninewells Porters 


Around 60 bilingual 
health advocates at Barts 
Health trust celebrated 
winning a year-long fight 
against downbanding and 
staff cuts with a victory 
meal last weekend. 

The advocates worked 
with the Unite and Unison 
unions to challenge the cuts. 
Anna Livingstone 


bosses so swiftly after the 
general election is perhaps a 
sign the Labour administra- 
tion is worried about its own 
future. 

Its Glasgow MPs had 
thousands-strong majorities 
overturned on 7 May. 

As Socialist Worker went 
to press the city’s seven new 
Scottish National Party (SNP) 
MPs had yet to give public 
support to the strike. 

“We hope they come out 


CLEANERS 


Protesters 
storm the 
Barbican 


A GROUP of protesters, 
including cleaners from the 
Barbican arts centre, stormed 
into the central London venue 
demanding the London Living 
Wage (LLW) last Saturday. 

The City of London 
Corporation which runs the 
centre agreed to pay cleaners 
at the LLW in 2013. But it 
has yet to include the latest 
increase to £9.15 an hour 
introduced last November. 

An HR rep from Mitie, the 
company that employs the 
cleaners, threatened workers 
who took part with dismissal. 

Demonstrators played 
drums, horns and vuvuzelas, 
and waved banners in the main 
area in front of stunned visitors. 
Joseph Steele 
@unitedvoices.org.uk 


Picture: GLascow HomeLess CASEWORKERS STRIKE 


in our support,” said Chris. 
“There’s austerity, austerity- 
lite and actually opposing 
austerity. They stood on a 
platform of anti-austerity. 
Now is the time to follow 
through.” 

@Send messages of solidarity 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison. 
co.uk Donate to the strike 

fund: Unity Bank, Sort code 
08-60-01, Account number 
20275792, Account name 
“Industrial Action—Income” 


Rally to Bromley workers 


WORKERS AT Tory-run 
Bromley Council in south 
London held a council-wide 
strike on Tuesday of this 
week. It coincided with the 
end of a seven-day strike by 
staff in passenger services 
and by care workers. 

The Unite union members 
are resisting cuts and 
privatisation that could cut 
the council workforce from 
4,000 to 300. 

Care workers told Socialist 
Worker why they were 
striking. Mona said, “It’s 
important to stand up to 
the council. People’s needs 
are not the priority 


Alan agreed. “This is a 
fight to save services that 
disabled people rely on,” he 
said. “Without them people 
will be languishing at home.” 

Workers from libraries, day 
centres, transport and parks 
held a strike rally at Bromley 
Civic Centre. 

Unite branch secretary 
Kathy Smith told the rally, 
“Today is not the end, and 
it’s not just about letting off 
steam. It’s a fight to save our 
services right to the end.” 
Ellen Clifford 
@March to save our services— 
People and services first! Sat 
13 Jun, Norman Park, Bromley 
Common 


SALFORD 


SALFORD COUNCIL has 
been forced to back down 
from de-recognising Ameen 
Hadi as a branch officer for 
Salford Unison, following a 
determined campaign. 

The council had said it 
had “the right to act and had 
withdrawn a secondment.” It 
told Ameen he had to leave 


the union office and return to 
his post as an employee. 
“This is a massive victory,” 
said Karen Reissmann, a 
Unison national executive 
member (pc). “It happened 
because workers made clear 
they were prepared to fight 
to the end.” 
Mark Krantz 


TV unions stop broadcasts 


WORKERS AT ITV struck for 
24 hours on Thursday of last 
week in a fight for fair pay. 
Bectu, NUJ and Unite 
union members walked out 
after overwhelmingly voting 
to reject a below-inflation 
pay deal of 2 percent. 
Bosses at ITV have refused 
to budge, despite the fact 
that ITV posted profits of 
£712 million in 2014. And 
ITV boss Adam Crozier 
awarded himself a bonus 
of £8.4 million in 2013. 
Meanwhile workers have 


had to put up with years of 
pay cuts and job losses. 

Marie Liffen is a Bectu 
branch steward at ITV in 
London. She told Socialist 
Worker, “Over the last five 
years there have been pay 
cuts and redundancies.” 

She added, “Then we had 
a year of no pay increase 
at all. They reneged on 
a two-year deal.” 

Workers protested 
outside ITV’s shareholders’ 
AGM in central London 
on the same day. 


FIREFIGHTERS 


firefighters’ FBU union 
conference in Blackpool 
last week debated the way 
forward for the union. 

Workers have already 
struck more than 50 times 
against attacks on their 
pensions, but the action was 
often marked by excessive 
caution from the leadership. 

Delegates voted to continue 
the pensions campaign— 
but serious criticisms were 
directed at the union’s 
strategy. 

An emergency resolution 
put by the executive council 
said, “The Executive Council 
will assess the new situation 
and consult with members in 
every brigade. 

“The Executive Council 
will continue with a strategy 
that integrates our political, 
legal and industrial action.” 

The London region backed 
a consultation of members, 
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Delegates show support for PCS rep Candy Udwin (see page 7) 


but rejected it becoming a 
process to shift the decision 
to end the dispute onto the 
membership. 

Yusuf Timms, FBU London 
south west area borough 
secretary, said, “We have 
serious reservations about 
what this open ended 
resolution really does. 

“We accept that things 
have changed—the pension 
scheme is now a reality. We 
do support a consultation of 
the membership to discuss 
where we are, how we got 


here and what we should do 
next. But we do not support 
any sort of process that 
attempts to try and shift the 
blame of the outcome of this 
dispute from the leadership 
onto our members.” 

On Tuesday of last week a 
fringe meeting debated the 
fightback within the union. 

A further meeting was 
agreed to take place on 22 
June in Birmingham. For 
more information contact 
fightback@gmail.com 
Annette Mackin 


SUPPORT THE 
RAIL WORKERS 


Up to 25,000 workers at Network Rail were set to strike across Britain next 
week in the first national rail strike for 20 years, writes Raymie Kiernan 


UP TO 25,000 Network Rail 
workers were set to strike 
across Britain for 24 hours 
from 5pm on Monday of 
next week. It is part of a row 
with bosses over pay and 
job security. 

It will be the first national 
strike under the new Tory 
government. In fact it will be 
the first national rail strike 
for 20 years. 

Operations, maintenance 
and customer service work- 
ers voted for the bank holiday 
walkout after Network Rail 
bosses failed to improve a 
four-year pay deal. 

They were also set to refuse 
to work any overtime, addi- 
tional hours, extended shifts 
or undertake any callouts for 
48 hours from midnight this 
Sunday. 

It will have a huge impact 
on Tuesday morning com- 
muter services as people 
return to work. 


Threshold 


Majority union RMT voted 
by 80 percent to strike while 
TSSA union members voted 
by 53 percent. 

Both unions had turnouts 
above the proposed ballot 
threshold included in the 
Tories’ latest attacks on the 
right to strike. 

On Tuesday Network 
Rail bosses threatened legal 
action against the TSSA 
ballot. It is important that 
this isn’t allowed to halt the 
action. TSSA general secre- 
tary Manuel Cortes said on 
Monday, “We have to be pre- 
pared to do whatever it takes 
to try to defeat the Tories.” 

He said he was proud 
to have supported an ille- 
gal strike in Ireland and 
added, “No law is going to 
stop us from defending our 
members.” 

Workers rightly rejected 
the below-inflation pay deal, 
even with an improved £500 
lump sum added in. The deal 
barely keeps up with the offi- 
cial cost of living figures. And 
compulsory redundancies 


\ x 


are only off the table until 
December 2016. 

Network Rail worker Tim 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
company says there isn’t 
enough money to pay a wage 
rise because of budget cuts. 
But workers have no say in 
these budgets and they’re 
trying to make us pay the 
price of austerity.” 

Workers are right to strike. 
As the Tories prepare for 
savage public spending cuts 
bosses at the state-owned 
infrastructure firm are deter- 
mined to cut costs and attack 


a 


RMT MEMBERS protesting in Lille in 2010 


FOR 
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their pay and conditions. 

Tim said, “Bosses have 
accused us of ‘holding the 
travelling public to ransom’ 
but the opposite is true. 


Increase 

“The cost of replanning the 
critical engineering works set 
to take place over the bank 
holiday would easily pay for 
a cost of living increase for 
Network Rail staff. 

“Our strike is targeting 
Network Rail not the travel- 
ling public.” 

And Network Rail can 


well afford to pay—it made 
a £1.2 billion profit last year, 
double the previous year. 

Many of its executives 
enjoy six-figure salaries, 
bumper pay increases and 
total packages worth close to 
a million pounds a year. 

Yet workers are expected 
to take cuts to their living 
standards. 

Train operating company 
bosses earn even more and 
fares have rocketed while 
they cream off enormous 
profits from public subsi- 
dies. It’s the bosses that are 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


sucking cash out of our public 
services not workers. 

Network Rail staff doing 
long unsociable hours in dirty 
and dangerous conditions to 
keep the railway network 
going deserve better than 
pay cuts and the prospect of 
losing their job. 

They have the power to 
force the bosses to accept 
their demands. We need to 
get behind their strike. A vic- 
tory for them would boost 
everyone who wants to beat 
the Tories. 

Tim’s name has been changed 
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Build union 
for a fight 


by NICK CLARK in Brighton 


THE PCS union’s 
national and group 
conferences were 
taking place as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 
Key debates among 
civil service workers 
focused on the Tories’ 
plans to extend the 
block on PCS collecting 
membership subs 
by “check off”. 
The executive passed 
a budget that included 
suspending national 
elections last year. 
Before conference it 
published a strategic 
review aimed at 
looking at ways to 
rebuild the union. 
Socialist Workers Party 


PCS leader Mark Serwotka 


members in PCS opposed 
suspending elections. 

But they welcomed the 
review as an opportunity 
to strengthen union 
organisation. 

There was still a 
sense of demoralisation 
as delegates tried to 
come to terms with the 
Tory election victory. 

But there was 
also an indication 
of fights to come. 

Delegates in the 
DWP group conference 
passed motions pledging 
to resist benefit 
sanctions, Universal 
Credit and attacks on 
people on benefits. 

Serwotka called on 
PCS branches to mobilise 
for the national demo 
on 30 May demanding 
an end to privatisation 
at the National Gallery 
and the reinstatement of 
victimised PCS rep Candy 
Udwin (see page 7). 

Candy received 
a standing ovation 
when she spoke at the 
Revenue and Customs 
group conference on 
Monday of this week. 

For a longer version go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 


